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Birds of Hungary 
 
Introduction 
Hungary is situated in Central Europe with its borders touching those of the Slovak Republic, 
Ukraine, Romania, Croatia, Austria, Slovenia and Serbia. With Budapest as its capital Hungary is one 
of the smallest countries in Europe, the population speaking Hungarian as well as English, German 
and some French. 
 
Avibase - Bird Checklists of the World 
Country or region: Hungary 
Number of species: 400 
Number of globally threatened species: 12 
Number of introduced species: 4 
 
Lepage, D. 2011. Checklist of the birds of Philippines. Avibase, the world bird database. Retrieved 
from http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=hu&list=clements on 23/10/2011. 
 
Bird Checklists of the World is part of Avibase and Bird links to the World, which are designed and 
maintained by Denis Lepage, and hosted by Bird Studies Canada, which is a co-partner of Birdlife 
International.  
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http://www.juzaphoto.com/shared_files/galleries/013869.jpg 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƭƛŎŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭƳŀǘƛŀƴ ǇŜƭƛŎŀƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ 
with Dalmatian being a native or inhabitant of Dalmatia, a region on the eastern coast of the Adriatic 
Sea. This pelican adorns a stunning silvery-white plumage during the breeding season, contrasting 
with the rubbery orange-red pouch beneath the bill, as well as to the yellow to purple bare skin 
around the eyes. A thick crest of silver feathers on the nape adds to the luxurious look of this 
impressive bird. The undersides of the wings are pale grey, darkening towards the ends. As the 
breeding season progresses, the pouch fades to yellow, and during the winter the plumage loses its 
silvery sheen, appearing whitish or grey. The dalmatian pelican has a range of vocalisations including 
barks, hisses and grunts. 
 
Famous for its large pouch a joining the throat half of the bill, the pelican does not always eat as it 
fishes; instead it fills its pouch, creating a larder for later consumption. Conservation efforts have 
reduced the impact of the major threats facing the Dalmatian pelican in Europe. Marking and 
dismantling of power-lines, the provision of breeding platforms in Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria and 
Romania and rafts in Greece and Bulgaria, together with wardening, water level management and 
education programmes at key sites, have reduced mortality and increased breeding success. These 
measures have resulted in a marked population increase across parts of Europe especially at the 
species's largest colony, Lake Mikri Prespa in Greece. 
 
Name: Dalmatian Pelican (Pelecanus crispus) 
Order: Pelecaniformes 
Family: Pelecanidae 
Genus: Pelecanus  
Length: 160ς180 cm 
Wingspan: 3.0ς3.1 m 
Weight: 11.5 kg 
Habitat: Breeds amongst the reed beds or in the open on islands in river deltas and coastal lagoons. 
The dalmatian pelican is also found at inland, freshwater wetlands. 

http://www.juzaphoto.com/shared_files/galleries/013869.jpg
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Distribution: The dalmatian pelican has two main populations. The first breeds in Eastern Europe 
and winters in the eastern Mediterranean region, whilst the second breeds in Russia and central Asia 
and winters in Iran, Iraq and the Indian subcontinent. It is estimated to consist of 10,000 - 13,900 
mature individuals spanning a range of 298,000 km2. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Vulnerable (VU) on the IUCN Red List and is listed on Appendix I of CITES. 
It is also listed on Appendices I and II of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS or Bonn 
Convention) and on Appendix II of the Berne Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife 
and Natural Habitats. It is listed on Annex I of the EC Birds Directive 
Threats: The Dalmatian pelican has suffered significant population declines in the past from wetland 
drainage, shooting, and persecution by fisherman who believe they are competitors for fish. 
Disturbance from tourists, habitat degradation from wetland alteration andwater pollution also 
plays a part. These are compounded by over-exploitation of fish stocks by the fishing industry and 
hunting by Mongolian livestock herders. 
Diet: Foraging close to roosting grounds, the dalmatian pelican fishes in the morning and late 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΤ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άǇƻŘǎάΣ sweeping the bill 
underwater for eels, mullet, gobies, shrimps, worms, beetles, prawns, catfish and other small fish. 
Did you know?: The symbolic pouch of the Dalmatian pelican is traditionally used by Mongolian 
nomads as a small bag or purse. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: Pelecanus crispus. 
Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 01/11/2011. 
 
 

http://www.birdlife.org/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/andrewsproule/5072849767/ 
 
Ethereal and ghost-like, the barn owl (Tyto alba) has golden-grey coloured upperparts, and pure 
white underparts. The heart-shaped facial disc is pale, and the large eyes are black. It flies silently 
and slowly, often with the feet dangling. Contrary to popular belief, it does not hoot such calls are 
made by typical owls, like the Tawny Owl or other earless" wood-owls (Strix). A number of 
vocalisations are produced, including an eerie drawn-ƻǳǘ ǎƘǊƛŜƪ άǎƘǊŜŜέ scream, that can be ear-
shattering at close range. Across its vast range, the Barn Owl has formed many subspecies, but 
several are considered to be intergrades between more distinct populations today. Still, some 20ς30 
seem to be worthy of recognition as long as the species is not split up. This species ranges in size 
somewhat and colour from the almost beige-and-white nominate subspecies, erlangeri and 
niveicauda to the nearly black-and-brown contempta.  
 
Unusual for such a good-sized and carnivorous animal, the Barn Owl emphasizes r-selection (as does 
their prey). Most individuals manage to breed only once in their life, falling victim to predators or 
accidents before being 2 years of age. While wild Barn Owls are thus decidedly short-lived, the actual 
longevity of the species is much higher ς wild birds reaching on average 12 years and captive 
individuals may reach 20 years. 
 
Name: Barn Owl (Tyto alba) 
Order:  Strigiformes 
Family:  Tytonidae 
Genus:  Tyto 
Length: 25ς45 cm 
Wingspan: 75ς110 cm 
Weight: M/F: 300 g 
Habitat: Occurs in farmland with hedgerows and copses, uncultivated areas such as heaths and 
marshes, sometimes large gardens, and occasionally in villages close to fields. It typically nests in 
tree holes, ruined buildings and farm buildings, hence the association with barns; reflected by the 
common name. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/andrewsproule/5072849767/
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Distribution: It is one of the most wide-ranging birds in the world, known from most of Europe, 
Africa, Asia, the Americas and Australasia. It is ubiquitous except in the polar and desert regions. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: From the middle of the 19th century, the beautiful barn owl began to decline in Britain. The 
original decline is thought to have been the result of an increase in persecution. The decline 
continued as a result of agricultural intensification, harsh winters, traffic mortality, pesticide use and 
a loss of hunting and nesting sites. 
Diet: The barn owl feeds on small rodents, especially voles and mice, and on frogs and insects, which 
it locates using its excellent sense of hearing. It is usually active in the twilight hours (evening, early 
morning) or at night, but in times of hard frost or snowfall food can be become scarce and harder to 
forage, individuals may be forced to hunt for longer periods and may be seen in the day. 
Did you know?: Studies have shown that an individual Barn Owl may eat one or more rodents per 
night; a nesting pair and their young can eat more than 1,000 rodents per year. 
Further Reading and Resources: The Barn Owl Trust:  
http://www.barnowltrust.org.uk 
 

 
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/files/imagecache/photo_940/pictures/Coracias_garrulus_garrulus_2.JPG 

http://www.barnowltrust.org.uk/
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/files/imagecache/photo_940/pictures/Coracias_garrulus_garrulus_2.JPG
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http://www.naturelight.ru/photo/2010-07-10/33595.jpg 
 
The European Roller (Coracias garrulous) is the only member of the roller family of birds to breed in 
Europe. This vibrant bird resembles a crow in size and build, but differs considerably with it 
stunningly colourful plumage. The head, neck and underparts are light blue, whilst the upperparts 
are brownish-orange. When the wings are extended the brilliant azure blue leading edge and the 
contrasting black wing-tips can be seen. A short, thin black stripe runs through the eye and the tail is 
greenish-blue with a darker base. There are two subspecies of the European roller; Coracias garrulus 
semenowi differs from Coracias garrulous garrulus by being slightly paler. 
 
It spends long periods sitting on an elevated perch, such as a bare branch or a power line, watching 
the ground intently for potential prey. The European roller will also follow ploughs on farmland, 
where disturbance of the soil unearths a bountiful feast. The European roller migrates vast distances 
between continents. From the breeding grounds of Europe and Asia, the roller flies over 10,000 
kilometres to sub-Saharan Africa, repeating the mammoth journey again in spring. The movement in 
early April of hundreds of thousands of rollers travelling north in a narrow corridor along the coast, 
ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀ ǘƻ {ƻƳŀƭƛŀΣ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
 
Name: European roller (Coracias garrulus) 
Order:  Coraciiformes 
Family:  Coraciidae 
Genus:  Coracias 
Length: 31ς32 cm 
Wingspan: 52ς58 cm 
Weight: Male: 127ς160g, Female: 130ς154g 
Habitat: Within its breeding range the European roller can be found in warm, sunny lowlands. It 
prefers open countryside with patches of oak forest, mature pine woods with heathery clearings, 
orchards and mixed farmlands. On its African wintering grounds it primarily inhabits dry, wooded 
savanna and bushy plains. 

http://www.naturelight.ru/photo/2010-07-10/33595.jpg
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Distribution: The European roller overwinters in two distinct regions of Africa, from Senegal east to 
Cameroon, and from Ethiopia west to Congo and south to South Africa. C. g. garrulousΩ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ 
range extends from northwest Africa, southwest and south-central Europe, east through Asia Minor 
to northwest Iran and southwest Siberia. C. g. semenowi breeds in Iraq and Iran, east to Kashmir and 
north to Turkmenistan, south Kazakhstan and northwest China.  
IUCN Conservation Status: Near Threatened (NT) on the IUCN List of Threatened Spcies. The 
European roller is listed on Appendix II of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), which aims to 
conserve migratory species by encouraging range states to develop global or regional agreements. 
As well as global conservation action, a number of conservation organisations have been working in 
specific areas, trying to improve the outlook for the European roller. For example, A Rocha France 
has carried out studies on the European roller at a breeding site in France, and is planning increased 
collaboration with local farmers to protect and increase the habitat for rollers and their prey. Studies 
in Spain have shown that the number of breeding pairs increase in response to the installation of 
nest-boxes. which indicates that further provision of nest boxes in areas where natural nesting sites 
have been removed may be an important conservation measure. 
Threats: The number of European rollers is decreasing across Europe, with populations believed to 
have declined by up to 25 percent from 1990 to 2000. As a result it no longer breeds in Denmark, 
Finland, Sweden, eastern Germany and the northern part of Russia. Persecution on migration in 
some Mediterranean countries and hundreds, perhaps thousands, are shot for food in Oman every 
spring, and Gujarat, India when weary after their incredible migratory journey. The use of pesticides 
and conversion to monoculture reduces food availability. It is sensitive to loss of hedgerows and 
riparian forest in Europe which provide essential habitats for perching and nesting. 
Did you know?: Conservation measures are underway,  the species is recorded in a number of 
national monitoring schemes within its range and has been the focus of targeted study. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: Coracias garrulus. 
Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 01/11/2011. 
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http://www.oiseaux.net/photos/tom.lindroos/images/mesange.azuree.toli.1g.jpg 
 

 
http://www.oiseaux.net/photos/michel.carre/images/mesange.azuree.mica.2g.jpg 
 
 
The Azure Tit (Cyanistes cyanus) is an unmistakeable member of the tit family Paridae. It is is much 
paler in plumage compared to other tits. Upperparts are pale blue, including long tail with 
conspicuous white corners, and blue upper wings with very broad white wing bar, and white areas 
on tertials and tips of flight feathers. Underparts are white with a fine dark blue streak or spot on 

http://www.oiseaux.net/photos/tom.lindroos/images/mesange.azuree.toli.1g.jpg
http://www.oiseaux.net/photos/michel.carre/images/mesange.azuree.mica.2g.jpg
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breast. Head is white on crown and cheeks. A half dark blue collar on nape is visible and a dark line 
through the eye, coming from the base of the bill and joining the dark blue nape. Conical short bill is 
bluish-grey. Eyes are black. Legs and feet are bluish-grey, sexes are similar. Juvenile is duller, with 
greyish head and underparts, much greyer than blue on mantle and greyer wings. This is the eastern 
counterpart of the common European Blue Tit (Cyanistes caeruleus). The calls of this bird are similar 
ǘƻ .ƭǳŜ ¢ƛǘǎΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ άŘŜŜΣ ŘŜŜΣ ŘŜŜέ ƻǊ ŀ ǎŎƻƭŘƛƴƎ άŎƘǳǊǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ άtsi-tsi-tshurr-tsi-tsi-ǘǎƘǳǊǊέΦ 
 
Name: Azure Tit (Cyanistes cyanus) 
Order: Passeriformes 
Family:  Paridae 
Genus:  Cyanistes  
Length: 12-13 cm 
Wingspan: 16ς17 cm 
Weight: 8 ς 10 g 
Habitat: Azure Tits live in temperate deciduous or mixed woodlands with dense undergrowth, scrubs 
along wet areas, and willows along rivers, marshes and gardens with trees. Outside breeding season, 
it may be found in reedbeds. 
Distribution: The Azure Tit is widespread and a common breeder in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, 
with Europe accounting for less than a quarter of its global range. It is resident over much of its 
range, but it is also nomadic (species without specific territory except when breeding, travelling or 
changing territories frequently, often with a restless or erratic pattern due to scarce food and water 
in harsh climates - differs from migration, which occurs in particular seasons), with occasional 
records far from normal range. It is also known to be an altitudinal migrant in some areas. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC)  
Threats: The population is suspected to be stable in the absence of evidence for any declines or 
substantial threats. 
Diet: Azure Tit feeds on insects and other invertebrates from spring to autumn and on seeds, nuts 
and berries in winter. 
Did you know?: The Azure Tit may hybridize with Blue TitǎΣ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ άpleskiiέΦ 
Further Reading and Resources: Avibirds - European birdguide online - Your source to the birds of 
Europe: Azure Tit (Parus cyanus) http://www.avibirds.com/euhtml/Azure_Tit.html 
 
 

http://www.avibirds.com/euhtml/Azure_Tit.html
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/edpost/5439168704/ 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/26717680@N08/5255539972/ 
 
Bohemian Waxwings are sleek, masked birds with unusual red, waxy deposits at the tips of their 
secondary feathers owing to its name. They are grayish-brown with white and yellow wing-patches 
and yellow terminal tail-bands. They have distinctive crested heads, black throats, and black masks 
lightly lined with white. Their heads have a rufous tinge, and their undertail coverts are rufous 
(reddish brown in colour). Juveniles have most of the aforementioned field marks, but are mottled 
gray-brown and lack the feather-tips. The feather-tips seem to increase in number and size as the 
birds age. It should not be confused with its similar looking counterpart the Cedar Waxwing 
(Bombycilla cedrorum) which breeds farther to the north and west. Cedars are smaller and browner 
than Bohemians and have a yellow tinge on their underparts. They lack the rufous undertail coverts 
and white and yellow wing markings of Bohemian Waxwings. The calls of these birds include very 
high-pitched whistles and buzzy trills often representŜŘ ŀǎ  ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƴƎ άseeέ ƻǊ άsreeέΦ 
 
This species is irruptive (a dramatic, irregular migration of large numbers of birds to areas where 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŀƴƎŜǎΦύΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ  
nomadic groups  in unpredictable migration patterns from year to year, and particularly moving 
south, often in huge numbers, if the berry supply fails in winter.  
 
Name: Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) 
Order: Passeriformes 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/26717680@N08/5255539972/
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Family:  Bombycillidae 
Genus:  Bombycilla  
Length: 18ς21 cm 
Wingspan: 22ς30 cm 
Weight: 35ς40 g 
Habitat: Bohemian Waxwings breed in open areas and edges of boreal forests, often in places with 
sparse tree cover above brushy understory. During winter, they can be found in a variety of habitats, 
as long as there is fruit available. They often congregate in towns with abundant plantings of fruit-
bearing trees. 
Distribution: Widespread breeder in northern Fennoscandia (Scandinavian Peninsula), Russia and 
western North America. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) This species has an extremely large range of 
12,800,000 km2.The population size is extremely large comprising of 3,000,000 mature individuals, 
and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population size criterion 
(<10,000 mature individuals with a continuing decline estimated to be >10% in ten years or three 
generations, or with a specified population structure).  
Threats: Vulnerable to alcohol poisoning through becoming ill after ingestion of fermented fruits, 
which is highly probable as it makes up the majority of their diet.  
Diet: Eat some insects, but are primarily fruit-eaters, a trait that dictates much of their behaviour in 
terms of migratory patterns and foraging ecology. In winter berries are their only sustenance, relying 
on the offerings of mountain ash, juniper, holly amongst others. They also forage on fruit crops and 
ornamental plantings. Waxwings are susceptible to alcohol intoxication, and even death, from eating 
fermented fruit. Like most songbirds, they feed insects to their young at first, but switch to feeding 
the young berries within a few days. 
Did you know?: The Ψ.ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴϥ part of this birds name refers to the Romani people who are 
stereotypical gypsies, which coincides to this bird's sporadic wandering, or to its presumed origin of 
Bohemia; a historical region that is now part of the contemporary Czech Republic. 
Further Reading and Resources: EUNIS Database (European Nature Information System) Bohemian 
Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) Species Factsheet (PDF): 
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/temp/SpeciesFactsheet_0A6DB8BBF838B5387EBAB6F9DE6F770D.pdf 
 

Family: Anatidae - Ducks, geese and swans 

http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/temp/SpeciesFactsheet_0A6DB8BBF838B5387EBAB6F9DE6F770D.pdf
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 http://leesbird.com/birdwatching/life-list-of-birds-we-have-seen/ 
 

http://leesbird.com/birdwatching/life-list-of-birds-we-have-seen/
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http://www.flickriver.com/photos/edpost/2206330678/ 
 
The adult male is similar in colour pattern to the Eurasian tufted duck, its relative. It has a grey bill 
with a white band, a shiny purple head, a white breast, yellow eyes and a dark grey back. The adult 
female has a pale brown head and body with a dark brown back, a dark bill with a more subtle light 
band than the male and brown eyes. The cinnamon neck ring is usually difficult to observe, unlike 
the white ring on its bill, which is why the bird is sometimes referred to as a "ringbill". 

http://www.flickriver.com/photos/edpost/2206330678/
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Name: Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) 
Order: Anseriformes 
Family:  Anatidae 
Genus: Aythya 
Length: 39ς46 cm 
Wingspan: 62ς63 cm 
Weight: 490ς910 g 
Habitat: Marshes, swamps and bogs 
Distribution: This strong migrant is a rare but regular vagrant to western Europe. In Britain, 
occasional small flocks occur, including five at Loch Leven, Scotland in September 2003.[2] In Ireland 
one or two individuals can be seen at any time of year. Vagrant individuals also occur each year in 
Central America as far south as Costa Rica between October/November and May/June.[3] 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC)  
Threats: Less susceptible to loss of breeding habitat through marsh drainage than are canvasbacks 
and redheads, and breed in areas of minimal agricultural significance and human disturbance. They 
are not in any way in present danger of extinction or being over used 
Diet: Ring-necked Ducks are usually considered to be vegetarian. Typically about eighty percent of 
the diet consists of seeds, pondweeds and tubers, with pondweeds being the major component. The 
do however supplement their diets with insect larvae, mollusks, worms, and crustaceans. 
Life Expectancy: Maximum longevity: 20.4 years (wild) 
Did you know?: Both the common name and the scientific name "collaris" refer to one of the Ring-
necked Duck's most inconspicuous field marks. Rarely visible in the field, the chestnut collar on the 
black neck is noticeable when the bird is in the hand. Such subtle characters would have been 
obvious to the people first describing the duck from dead specimens. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2009). "Aythya collaris". IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species. Version 2010.4. International Union for Conservation of Nature. 
http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/141543. Retrieved 1 December 2010. 
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http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%95%E3%82%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB:Aythya_affinis_qtl1.
jpg 
 

http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%95%E3%82%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB:Aythya_affinis_qtl1.jpg
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%95%E3%82%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB:Aythya_affinis_qtl1.jpg
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/davao8/329685282/ 
 
The adult males (drakes) in alternate plumage have a black, effervescent head and a small tuft at the 
hindcrown, a black breast, a whitish-grey back and wings with darker vermiculations and black outer 
and geyish-brown inner primary remiges. The underparts are white with some olive vermiculations 
on the flanks, and the rectrices and tail coverts are black. Adult females (hens) have a white band at 
the base of the bill, often a lighter ear region, and are otherwise dark brown all over, shading to 
white on the mid-belly. 
 
Name: Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) 
Order: Anseriformes 
Family:  Anatidae 
Genus: Aythya 
Length: 39ς46 cm 
Wingspan: 68ς78 cm 
Weight: 454ς1089 g 
Habitat: Found on lakes and ponds. Winters in fresh or brackish water. 
Distribution: Two scaup species live in North America: the Greater Scaup prefers salt water and is 
found in America and Eurasia, while the Lesser Scaup prefers freshwater and is found only in North 
America. The Lesser Scaup is one of the most abundant and widespread of the diving ducks in North 
America. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: DDT, lead poisoning, and drought in prairie parklands, which may affect the ability of 
migrating females to store enough nutrients for successful breeding. The lesser scaup is also a 
popular game species in the north-central U.S.  
Diet: Clams, snails, crustaceans, aquatic insects, seeds, and aquatic plants. 
Did you know?: The Lesser Scaup is a regular, if relatively uncommon, visitor to Hawaii, and is the 
third most abundant duck in the state. Only the Hawaiian Duck actually breeds there. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/davao8/329685282/
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Further Reading and Resources: Austin, J. E., C. M. Custer, and A. D. Afton. 1998. Lesser Scaup 
(Aythya affinis). In The Birds of North America, No. 338 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North 
America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Family: Scolopacidae - sandpipers; woodcocks; snipes; tattlers; 
curlews; godwits and dowitchers 
 

 
http://theoceancountylibrary.org/podcasts/images/Ruddy%20Turnstone.jpg 
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The ruddy turnstone (Arenaria interpres) is a small, stocky, brightly-patterned shorebird, named for 
its habit of turning over objects such as stones, shells and seaweed to uncover prey hidden beneath. 
During the breedƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ΨǘƻǊǘƻƛǎŜǎƘŜƭƭΩ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŘŘƛǎƘ-brown with 
blackish-brown patches on the upperparts, and white on the underparts, with a black and white 
head, throat, neck and breast. A white rump, back, upper tail and wingbar are conspicuous in flight 
and contrast with the otherwise dark upperparts. This species has short, usually orangey-red legs, 
with unwebbed toes, and the beak is short, dark and wedge-shaped, with a slightly upturned tip. 
Non-breeding individuals are much duller and darker, with greyish-brown and blackish upperparts, 
and grey-brown on the head, neck and breast. Juveniles resemble the non-breeding adult, but are 
browner, with a paler head. In breeding plumage, the female ruddy turnstone can usually be 
distinguished from the male by the more mottled and streaked crown, slightly duller upperparts, 
browner back to the neck, and flecking on the breast. 
 
A variety of feeding methods are used, including flipping over objects such as stones and seaweed, 
probing mud and sand with the beak, digging, or pecking food from the surface of rocks. Despite its 
small size, the ruddy turnstone is capable of pushing and overturning quite large objects, which are 
sometimes pushed with the breast 
 
Name: Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 
Order Charadriiformes 
Family Scolopacidae 
Genus Arenaria 
Length: 21-26 cm 
Wingspan: 50-57 cm 
Weight: 84-190 g 
Habitat: Breeds on rocky arctic coasts and tundra. During migration and in winter they can be found 
mostly along rocky shores, sand beaches and mudflats. 
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Distribution: The ruddy turnstone is one of the most northerly breeding shorebird species, with a 
wide breeding range across the Arctic, from Alaska to Greenland, on Svalbard, and from Scandinavia 
to Siberia. A migratory species, A. i. interpres winters on the coasts of Western Europe, Africa, South 
Asia, Australasia and South Pacific islands, and on the Pacific coast of North America, while the 
wintering range of A. i morinella extends from the southern United States, through Central America, 
the Caribbean and the West Indies, and throughout South America as far as Tierra del Fuego. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Classified as Least Concern (LC) on the IUCN Red List. The ruddy 
turnstone is listed on Appendix II of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), which aims to 
conserve migratory species throughout their range and is also listed under the African-Eurasian 
Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). 
Threats: pollution, habitat loss through coastal development and recreational activities, nest 
predation by feral American mink (Neovison vison), and low levels of hunting and trapping. Climate 
change may also pose a potential future threatΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳŘŘȅ ǘǳǊƴǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƻǊ 
food supplies. 
Diet: Aquatic invertebrates and insects, carrion, garbage, and bird's eggs. 
Did you know?: As their name suggests, turnstones often forage by turning over stones and other 
objects. 
Further Reading and Resources: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology - All About Birds: Ruddy Turnstone 
(June, 2010)  
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Ruddy_Turnstone/id 
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Calidris_alba_at_Ocean_Beach,_San_Francisco,_California,
_at_low_tide_-_20101116.jpg 
 
One of the most widespread of all shorebirds, the sanderling (Calidris alba) is a small, highly active 
wader, typically seen racing after waves on sandy beaches as it hunts for small food items along the 
waterlinet is quite a plump species, with a short, stout, black beak and black legs and is unique 
amongst sandpipers in that it lacks a hind toe, as an adaptation for running fast on sand. At all times 
of year the sanderling can be recognised by its pure white underparts and broad white wingbar, 
bordered with black, which is visible in flight. During the breeding season, the head, upperparts and 
breast are reddish-brown to buff, mottled with black and white, while non-breeding birds are largely 
white, with pale grey upperparts and a distinctive dark shoulder patch. Although the male and 
female sanderling are similar in appearance, females are usually slightly larger and paler than the 
males, with less reddish-brown colouration. Juveniles resemble the non-breeding adult, but are 
more darkly marked with black and white on the back, and have a buffy breast and head, streaked 
with black  
 
The calls of this species include a short, soft twick or wick wick, and the male gives a frog-like call in 
flight over the breeding grounds. The sanderling usually feeds in small flocks, typically foraging close 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊŜȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻōŜ 
with the beak in wet sand and mud with sensors in the beak enabling it to detect prey up to two 
centimetres away. 
 
Name: Sanderling (Calidris alba) 
Order: Charadriiformes 
Family: Scolopacidae 
Genus: Calidris 
Length: 18-21 cm 
Wingspan: 35-45 cm 
Weight: 33-110 g 
Habitat: Barren, stony Arctic tundra, usually on well-drained ridge tops, gentle slopes or level plains 
with sparse vegetation that includes willows, sedges, heathers and saxifrage (smallish plants whose 
leaves grow close to the ground, often in a rosette). 
Distribution: The sanderling is an extremely widespread species, occurring on nearly all temperate 
and tropical sandy beaches throughout the world, and found on every continent except Antarctica. 
The population is thought to consist of 620,000 - 700,000 mature individuals. 
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