AWF Lewis Gospel

Birds ofSierraLeone

Introduction

The Republic of Sierra Leone is a nation that lies in the West Africa. On the southa@d#eifrthe

country there is Liberia and on the north of the country, there is Guinea. Sierra Leone has a tropical
climate. The largest city, the seat of the government and the capital city of the country is Freetown.
The second largest city in this natis called Bo. There are also other major cities in the country and
GKS@ NP al {SyAZX Y2ARdz ¢26y YR YSYSYlI ® { ASNNI
the Fourah Bay College.

Country or region: Sierra Leone

Number of species: 665

Number of edemics: O

Number of breeding endemics: 0
Number of globally threatened species: 9
Number of extinct species: 0

Number of introduced species: 0

Avibase Bird Checklists of the World

Bird Checklists of the World is part of Avibase and Bird links to thédWmehich are designed and
maintained by Denis Lepage, and hosted by Bird Studies Canada, which-fpgréneo of Birdlife
International.

Lepage, D. 2011. Checklist of the birds of Sierra Leone. Avibase, the world bird database. Retrieved
from http://avibase.bseeoc.org/checklist.jsp?lang=EN&region=sl&list=clement23/10/2011.
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The African SkimmerRynchops flavirostiisis part of the gull and tern familyaridaeand cuts a
striking silhouette as it flies with slow wingbeats over the rivers and lakes ebabéran Africa. Its

long, black, scimitashaped wings and the distinctive structure of its long, bright orantieifgped

with yellow gives the African skimmen air of the prehistoric The lower half of the bill is much
longer than the upper half and flattened like scissor blades. The plumage on the back and crown is
jet black, contrasting sharply with the whitenderparts, forehead and short, forked tail. Its
monochromatic body colouring makes the vividly coloured bill and bright red legs all the more
arresting

With its uniquely shaped bill, the African skimmer flies low over calm water, with the long lower
Y 6RE S Qthe2bl dipping into the waterThe bill saps shut when it touches a fiswhich is then
swallowed in flight or after landing

Name African Skimme(Rynchops flavirostfis

Order. Charadriiformes

Family. Laridae

Genus Rynchops

Length 36¢ 42cm

Wingspan 106 cm

Weight 111¢ 204 g

Habitat: The African skimmer inhabits broad rivers, coastal lagoons, open marshes and lakes, resting
and breeding on large, dry sandbars and beaches


http://rezowan.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/black_skimmer_rhynchops_niger.jpg?w=300
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Distribution: Occurs in susaharan Africa; from Senegal, east thi@pia, and south to Namibia and
Botswana.There are 7,00Q3,000 in West and Central Africa and 8,000 in East Africa and
South Africa, giving a total of 15,026,000 individuals spanning a range of 9,720,000 km

IUCN Conservation Statufear Theatened (NT), listed on the Agreement on the Conservation of
AfricanEurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA). Parties to the agreement, which include Ghana,
Gambia, Kenya and Nigeria, are called upon to engage in a wide range of conservation actions. It has
been recommended that further studies are undertaken to clarify the population status and trends
of the African skimmer, in addition to raising public awareness of thisCeyelil OKA Yy 3 6 A NF
conservation needs.

Threats Numbers of the African skimmer are feled to be declining; the result of numerous
impacts on their wetland habitat. The construction of dams has flooded habitats upstream and
altered the flow downstream, destroying suitable breeding habitat. The spraying of DDT to control
malarial mosquitoes tsetse flies and agricultural pests, along with other water pollutants,
accumulates in fish and can be damaging to-éiating birds such as the African skimmer.

Diet: African skimmers feed mostly at dusk, dawn and during the night, and rest duringatieew

day when their prey of fish is less likely to be lingering at surface of the water.

Did you know?: In the blistering heat of their suBaharan African habitat, African skimmers have
been observed dampening their breast feathers in the water beforgrning to the nest to wet and

cool their eggs or young.

Further Reading and Resources BirdLife International:
www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/indextiml?action=SpcHTMDetails.asp&sid=3204&m
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reddishbrown bird, with a round head, large, dark eyes, a dark beak, and no ear tufts. The
upperparts ae marked with fine dark bars, while the underside is paler, with fine dusky streaks that
become chevron marks on the flanks, and the tail is relatively short, with broad, dusky bars. There is
considerable individual variation in colouration and barringthwsome birds having particularly

white or black feathers. Male and females are similar, though the female may be paler, and juveniles

are distinguished by a whiter body and head, attaining adult plumage by about 15 months. The
YIfSQa OF tf Ay BooinmikdBhdatedezs YO or 20 seconds and audible at up to

3 kilometres away. The female may respond to this call with a higher hoot followed by a double

y 2 (®at-oott ®

Namet S Q a-ovll Bcotkpelia Beli

Order. Strigiformes

Family Strigidae

Genus Scotopelia

Length:55- 63 cm

Wingspan:150 cm

Weight2.0-2.3 kg

Habitaty t St Qoévl isFourid i Xoyea or woodland along the edges of rivers, swamps, lakes and
estuaries, up to elevations of 1700 metres. It may also be fourilameay from forest and even in
semiRSASNI INBlFraz Fa t2y3 a GKSNBE FNBE fFNBS GNBS:
Distribution: Occurs across much of Africa, from Senegal and Gambia, east to Somalia, and south to
South Africa and Namibia spanning a range4@00,000 krh The species is not migratory, but
seasonal fluctuations in water levels may force some individuals to move to adjacent territories or
areas.
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IUCN Conservation Stat¥s [ S+ ad / 2y OS Ngwl i® Ikelyito occlrfirQainuribarioK A y 3
protected areas, including Kruger National Park in South Africa and in the Gamba Complex of
protected areas in Gabon, and is listed under Appendix Il of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES), meaning that international tradeSri Q & -oviflsA shdUld e
carefully regulated. However, habitat degradation in places such as Namibia has led to the species
being listed as Vulnerable in South African Red Data assessments, and as Critically Endangered in the
Namibian Red Data book.

Theats 9 FFSOGa 2y (KA&a FAAKAY3I 246fQa FT22R a2 dz2NOST
a result of damming, silting, and removal of water for irrigation can have koodkffects on the

NA @SNRAYS ¥F2 NBEiniowkrgostss RvenGukieret tH Ssp@cies occurs in protected areas, it

is still not immune, human activities upstream can still impact fish stocks and nesting trees. The
species is likely to come under increasing pressure in the future if, as pretigtelilmate change

models, the African continent becomes drier and the growing human population increasingly relies
2y YR AYLI Olla GKS NBIA2YyQa NAODGSNI aeadsSvao

Diety 'a Ada yIYS aodddeddS indindyDn fishStypealy takingipkek of AdurD0

to 200 grams in weight, but sometimes up to an impressive 2 kg dependant on the size of the
individual. It may also take frogs, crabs, freshwater mussels, large insects, and even small crocodiles.
Did you know?: Of the two chicks born more often tharot only one survives, the other obtains less

food from its parents, and usually dies of starvation after a few days. The surviving chick stays in the
nest for about 6870 days, becoming fully independent a few months later.

Further Reading and Resources Raptors Namibia:
http://www.nnf.org.na/RAPTORS/index.htm

- o

http://www.ﬂicr.éo/hotos/birdvb6/263341813/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/marco1963/4290672127/

The greyheaded kingfisher is an inseeaiting kingfisher, differing to the usual aquatic diet of its
relatives. It has a striking silvegyey head,nape and breast and a distinctive chestnut belly. The
wing primaries are black, while the secondaries and the tail are cbhat The straight, dagger
shaped bill is bright oranged. Although the sexes are alike in appearance, immature birds tend to
be duller and have a blackish bill and dark barring across the amnegppearance very like the
Woodland Kingfisher but with a red rather than red and black bill and similar to the Browafed
Kingfisher, but the Browhooded lacks the chestnut belly.

It perches on branch, unmoving for long periods while watching the groaugithntly for signs of
insects or small lizardghen bobbingits head before diving oiits prey. In appearance very like the
Woodland KingfishefHalcyon senegalen$ibut with a red rather than red and black bill and similar
to the Brownhooded Kingfishe(Halcyonalbiventrig, but the Brownhooded lacks the hestnut
belly.

Name Greyheaded kingfishe(Halcyon leucocepha)la

Order Coraciiformes

Family Alcedinidae

Genus Halcyon

Length:20 cm

Wingspan (DD)

Weight (DD)

Habitat: It prefers weldeveloped broadleaved woodland and savanna habitats sudkcasiaand
Mopane Colosphermum mopafevoodland often close to rivers or streams.


http://www.flickr.com/photos/marco1963/4290672127/
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Distribution: Common across stBaharan Africaavoiding arid regions. In southern Africa, it is most
common in Zimbabwe and northern Botswana, but it also has populations scattered across northern
Namibia, Mozambique, Sierra Leonne and Limpopo Province. As a migratory species, it generally
only occus in southern Africa during the breeding season.

IUCN Conservation Statuseast Concern (LC)

Threats The greyheaded kingfisher is widespread, common and not thought to be under significant
threat at this present time, but is probably affected by hablts and fragmentation in some parts

of its range.

Diet: Despite its name, the grdyeaded kingfisher does not feed on fish, but instead thrives on a
wide variety of insects, such as grasshoppers, cockroaches and beetles, and occasionally takes small
vertebrates such as lizards.

Did you know?: It is parasitized by brood parasitehe Greater Honeyguidéndicatorindicator) a
member of the passerines related to the woodpeckers. It lays €ggs in the nest of these
kingfishers while the host is npresent, then destroying any existing eggs already in the nest.

Further Reading and Resources The African Bird Club:
www.africanbirdclub.org

. Xt
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ian white/3394149019/
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This abundant species has a shimmering pearlescent plumage of metallic dank with a purple

back and very long diamorghaped purple tail. Distinctive white markings on the wings and white
chevrons on the tail edges make it easily identifiable, as does its long thin curved red bill. Sexes are
similar, but immatures have a blabKIl. Rival groups often engage in raucous vocal displays, akin to
opposing football supporters chanting at one another. During these conflicts, subordinates
contribute more than dominants, because groups with the greatest number of participants tend to

wy>s R2YAYlFyda YAIKG o6S LINPOGARAY3I adzo2NRAYIlFGSa
participation. This conspicuous bird advertises its presence with its fudeuk-uk-uk-uk" call and

other vocalisations.

Green woodhoopoes are monogamous cooperativeeders that live in groups of up to twelve
individuals, which include a dominant breeding pair and a number ofbmeading, subordinate
WKSELISNEQ GKIFG Faaraad Ay GKS NI-gxiatig/cavities Buchlak S R2 Y
hollows in tees, fence posts or buildings. Both sexes excavate the nest, which is a burrow consisting

of a tunnel leading to a nest chamber. It is usually dug into riverbanks, erosion gullies, irrigation
ditches and termite mounds.

Name Green Woodhoopo@Phoeniculupurpureus
Order: Coraciiformes

Family:Phoeniculidae

Genus:Phoeniculus

Length 44cm

11
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Wingspan (DD)

Weight (DD)

Habitat: It is not habitat specific but generally prefers arid and mesic savannas, open miombo
woodland, riverindorest, forest fringes, valley bushveld, thickets and wooded gardens.

Distribution: Occurs in sui$aharan Africa, excluding the lowland forest of the DRC and West Africa.
Within southern Africa it is common in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, eastern South Afoichkem and
eastern Botswana and northern Namibia.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats Not threatened, although outompeted for nesting sites in urban areas by Common
starling.

Diet: It mainly eats insects, foraging mainly on tree truaksl branches, probing and searching for
food and occasionally descending to the ground.

Did you know?: Green wood hoopoes increase their preening of other group members following
conflict with neighbouring groups, especially when they lose a battlelast$ a long timethe most
stressful situations. In particular, dominant birds increase their preening of subordinates, perhaps
encouraging them to stand and fight in future conflicts.

Further Reading and Resourcdsgon, J. D. and Ligon, S.H. (1990¢&moodhoopoes: life history

and sociality. InStacey, P. B. and Koenly,. D.(eds) Cooperative breeding in birds Laegn
studies of ecology and behaviour. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UKGp. 2kcess
online:

http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&Ir=&id=Y SizOFzSTX0C&oi=fnd&pg=PA33&dg=Green+Woodh
oopoe&ots=u5dOzhMCNL&sig=13WJQK3IpdbmaFki32jZwUgEvjc#v=onepage&qg=Green%20Woodho

opoeé&f=false
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/48226631@N04/5616249646/

As withother whydahs, males exhibit nuptial plumage which changes from a mottled brown (the
hen's yeairound colouring) to a gleaming black head, back, wings, a white wing patch along with a
white collar and breast contrasting with the prominent bright red bilidanot forgetting the
distinctive elongated tail which often reaches 30 cm or more. The male ifbremding plumage is

similar to female but with broader contrasted markings and a slightly larger body:taifeic

Whydah utter higkpitched, short squeakyy 2 ( Ssip, tsit, tsit, see, see, churr, chirrt

Ly Tt A3KdpIsee( 2d¥d chfKBladbdp ¢ 6 KAt S FtdziGSNAy3a Ay (GKS

Pintailed whydahs are polygynous (a mating pattern in which a male mates with more than one
female in a single breeding season) brood parasites, with each male assuming a territory centered
on a perch, which it uses for calling and displaying. The male performs superb courtship displays
during which the spectacular long tail plays an importanerdt performs an aerial mating dance

with hovering flight above the female during which the tail is flicked up and down while it sings

14
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continuously with a high pitch sing that is a relatively tuneless jumble of harsh squeaks and sparrow
like chirps thatérm a rhythmic pattern.

The breeding season varies across their range, but most eggs are laid in-Apgust conjunction

with the parasitized species. The female lays €ggs on the nest of other birds, namely common
waxbill Estrilda astrilgd and tle redbilled firefinch Lagonosticta senegalamongst many others.
Unlike the Common CuckofCuculus canorjsit does not destroy the host's egg¥he host
incubates the eggs for 11 days and rears the chicks until fledging, which takes ptedys akr
hatching. The young may remain with the host family for at least another week before joining a
whydah flock.

Name Pintailed Whydah(Vidua macroura

Order: Passeriformes

Family:Viduidae

Genus:Vidua

Length 12-13 cm

Wingspan (DD)

Weight 14-19 g

Habitat: Grassland, open savanna woodland, hillsides with scattered trees and bushes, sedges and
rank grass along watercourses, cultivated croplands and gardens.

Distribution: These birds occur across sBhharan Africa, from Senegal to Ethiopia aodth to
southern Africa, where they are common across Zimbabwe, South Africa, patches of Mozambique
and northern and eastern Botswana, while more scarce in Namibia.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC) These birds have a very large breedingarahtiey

are described as uncommon. The population is suspected to be stable in the absence of evidence for
any declines or substantial threats.

Threats lllegal trapping for the wildlife and pet trade.

Diet: Pintailed whydahs forage in small groups coisfrg of one territorial longailed male, several
females, and noibreeding juveniles. They eat mainly eat grass seeds that they either take directly or
uncover from the soil by scratching. They are known to take the seeds of GuineaPgrasem
maximum water couchPaspalum distichuniEchinochloaUrochloaand Setaria These birds also eat
filamentous algae and termite alates.

Did you know?: These brood parasites imitate their host's song, which the males learn in the nest.
Although females do not sinthey also learn to recognise the song, and chose males with the same
song, thus perpetuating the link between each species of indigobird and firefinch.

Further Reading and Resourcdgtp://www.oiseauxbirds.com/cardpin-tailed-whydah.html

Family:Anatidae- Ducks, geese anavans
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http://www.luontoportti.com/suomi/en/linnut/garganey
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Name GarganeyAnas querquedula

Order. Anseriformes

Family Anatidae

Genus Anas

Length 37-41 cm

Wingspan 56¢62 cm

Weight 230545 g

Habitat: Shallow ponds and lakes with abundant floating, emergent and fringing vegetation
Distribution: North America; Oceania; accidental from Eurasia; many records franititdes and

East Coast as well as inland

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats habitat deterioration through the drainage and reclamation of wetlands, the increasing
climatic aridity and subsequent lowering of the water table, and thegfarmation of wetlands to
dammed reservoirs. Other threats to this species include the destruction of nests during the early
mowing of meadows, increased human disturbance, lead poisoning, botulism during hot summers
and hunting disturbance in Africa agadirope

Diet: In spring and summer its diet is dominated by animal matter: chiefly molluscs, aquatic insects
and their larvae (waterbugs, caddisfly, waterbeetles, midges), crustaceans (ostracods and phyllopods
especially), worms, leeches, young and spawrrags, and small fishl, 11. Seeds, roots, tubers,
stems, leaves and buds of plants

Life ExpectancyMaximum longevity of 14.5 years in the wild

Did you know?: These birds feed mainly by skimming rather than upending.

Further Reading and Resourcéslements, James, (2007) The Clements Checklist of the Birds of the
World, Cornell University Press, Ithaca

Family:Hydrobatidae- Petrels
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http://scillypelagics.com/photospage.html
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/ronanmclaughlin/3844578835/

A diminutive seabird with a streamlined body and large, elongated wings, the Europeanpszeh
(Hydrobates pelagicyiss supebly adapted for life out at sedt has a nasal salt gland connected to a
fused nostril, which is used to expel excess salt after drinking seawater, and it has a small, hooked,
black beak sed to grasp its slippery prelt has a steep forehead and shdéegs with webbed feed

that do not project past th squareish tail when flyingApart from a white rump and a white bar on

the underwing, the European stormetrel is mainly glossy black

Name European Storm PetréHydrobates pelagicyis

Order. Procellariiformes

Family Hydrobatidae

Genus Hydrobates

Length 14-18 cm

Wingspan 36- 39 cm

Weight 23-29 g

Habitat: The European storrpetrel spends most of its life over open water far out at sea, returning
to land only to breed. During the breedj season, it nests on rocky offshore islands lacking
mammalian predators and visits both open water and coastal waters to hunt

Distribution: About 90% of the known breeding population is concentrated in the Faroe Islands
(Denmark; 150,00@00,000 pairs)United Kingdom (20,00050,000 pairs), Ireland (50,0a®0,000
pairs) and Iceland (50,0a0®0,000 pairs), with smaller colonies in France {800 pairs), Greece
(10-30 pairs), Italy (1,508,000 pairs), Malta (5,000 pairs), Norway (1;400000 pairs), Sn
(1,70062,000 pairs) and a further 1,000 pairs on the Canary Islands (Spain). The species winters off
western and southern Africa.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats Accidental introduction of invasive predators, such as rats and éata, to nesting islands

in southern Europe and the Mediterranean. ift also threatened by predation from increasing
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numbers ofskuas andarge gulls. In addition, the European stepetrel is at slight risk of eating
contaminated food items and indigesle matter, such as plastic bags or fishing lines

Diet: Snall fish, squid and crustaceans, but also eats jellyfish. It hunts mainly on the wing, dipping its
bill in the water whilst pattering its feet along the swréato scoop up submerged preyt
occasionally follows in the wake of ships to pick up discards

Life expectancyMaximum longevity: 33.8 years (wild).

Did you knowe: Thestorm petrel is a relative of the albatross. Like them, it peeminent nostril

tracks along its upper bealsed to expel seawater.

Further Reading and ResourcdgirdLife International (2004). Hydrobates pelagicus. 2006. IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species. IUCN 2006. www.iucnredlist.org. Retrieved on 12 May 2006.

Family- Ardeidae- Herons
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This species is amtra-African migrant, its movements related to changes in water level due to
seasonal rainfallt is amonogamous species with ilBeeding season beingeographicallyariable

but generally coincidingith the rains (although the species may also breed early in the dry season).
It breeds solitarily or in small groups of a few dozen pairs, and hunts nocturnally alone or in pairs,
sometimes also hunting by day if conditions are cloutlye dwarf bitternsiest is a stick platform
positioned 0.54 m high on horizontal or hanging branches of trees and bdghasoverhang water

or stand in flooded areas.

Name Dwarf Bittern [xobrychus sturmjii

Order: Ciconiiformes

Family:Ardeidae

Genus Ixobrychus

Lengh: 25 cm

Wingspan (DD)

Weight 141 g

Habitat: It uses a variety of habitats, but shows a preference for thickets and forests characterised
by fluctuating water levels. It frequents the margins of freshwater rivers, streams, lakes, reservoirs,
ponds and pols overhung with dense foliage, marshes with grasses or reedspresfysflooded
areas, mangrovesicefields, and open grassy swamps with bulrushes or papyrus

Distribution: Widespread throughout Africa

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats: The species is hunted and traded at traditional medicine markets in Nigeria

Diet: Predominantly grasshoppers and frogs, but it will also take water beetles, small fish, crabs,
spiders and snails.

Did you know?: It lays 25 eggs, which are incubated by both sexes for abot2@ 8ays.

Further Reading and Resources BirdLife International Fact Sheet -
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speaesfactsheet.php?id=3762
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Family: Accipitridae- Hawks, eagles, vultures, kites, buzzards and
harriers

http://www.birdforum.net/opus/Eurasian Buzzard
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One of the most common raptor species in Europe, this mediia®d bird of prey is recognisable for

Ala NRdzyRSR KSFIR FYyR GFAfX ONRBIR gAy3da YR azl
plumage is usually brown, the exact colouration and pattagris highly variable, with shades such

as blackiskbrown, reddishbrown and pale whitistbrown all potentially exhibited. The upperparts

are darker then the underparts, and the wingtip and trailing edge of the wing are also noticeably
darker than the restof the wing feathersBoth the tail and flight feathers are barred, and theotr

and breast may be streaked

¢KS OFft 2F (GKAa -aRIBOMSHY soltary specieths goingidh buzdalf &
frequently encountered perched on a tree oogi, or hovering in mighir, scanning open ground for
prey. Buzzards do not normally form flocks, but several may be seen together on migration or in
suited habitat. They are fiercely territorial, and, though rare, fights do break out if one strays onto
another pair's territory, but dominant displays of aggression will normally see off the interloper.

Name Eurasian Buzzar8iteo buted

Order. Falconiformes

Family. Accipitridae

Genus Buteo

Length 50¢ 57 cm

Wingspan 110¢ 150cm

Weight Males: 550 850 / Females: 7001200 g

Habitat: In accordance with its expansive range, the common buzzard occupies a variety of habitats,
but usually requires some degree of tree cover for nesting and roosting. Woodland edges and
wooded areas, interspersed with opérabitats such as fields and meadows are preferred. In winter,
the common buzzard expands its habitat range into areas with very few trees, such as steppe
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grassland. While this species is mainly found on flat terrain or gentle slopes, it can also benfound i
mountains

Distribution: The common buzzard has an extremely large range with 11 subspecies currently
recognised, with breeding populations located on the Atlantic Islands of Cape Verde, the Azores,
Canaries and Madeira, east through most of Europe, morttand central Asia, as far as Japan.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats The common buzzard is not considered to be globally threatened; estimates of its
population in 2009 indicate that it may number 4 million individuddsstorically in the United
Kingdom, this species was affected by widespread persecution by gamekeepers, and despite this
activity having been made illegal, it still persists in some areas The common buzzard was also
significantly affected by the massive decline ia thbbit population, one of its primary food sources

in the UK, which occurred during the 1950s as a result of the introduction of myxomatosis.

Diet: Small mammals are most commonly taken, including voles, mice, rats, moles, young rabbits
and hares. Wherspotted, the common buzzard makes a swift dive on -blal§ed wings and
shatches its prey in its powerful talons. This species will also prey opportunistically on birds, reptiles,
invertebrates and carrion

Life ExpectancyMaximum longevity: 28.8 years i(d)

Did you know?: During migration theyutilise thermals to glide for longlistances with minimal
effort, when crossing large bodies of water, such as the Gibraltar straits, where thermals are absent,
this species climbs as high as possible before gliolter the entire expanse

Further Reading and Resources RSPB (July, 2009)
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/b/buzzard/theats_and_conservation_action.asp

Family. Rallidae- Rails, coots, crakes, and gallinules
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The Allen's Gallinul@orphyrio alleniis named after British naval officer Re&dmiral William Allen
(17701843).These birds @ similar in size to the only slightigrger Water Railhavinga short red

bill, greenish back and purple upperparts. They have red legs with long toes, and a short tail which is
white with a dark central bar underneath. Breeding males have a blue frontal shield, which is green
in the female.lmmature Allen's Gallinules are sandy brown with a buff undertail. The downy chicks
are black, as with all rails.

These birds probe with their bill in mud or shallow water, also picking up food by sight. They mainly
eat insects and aquatic animals. Theyd their heads as they swinfllen's Gallinules are very
secretive in the breeding season, particularly in the dense swamps they favour, and are mostly heard
rather than seen. They are then rather noisy birds, with a sharp nasal pruk call. They carebteas
see on migration or when wintering.

Name Allen's GallinuleRorphyrio alleni

Order: Gruiformes

Family:Rallidae

Genus:Porphyrio

Length 24-26 cm

Wingspan 40- 45 cm

Weight 155 g

Habitat: The species shows a preference for wetlands witkewdlies and other floatingegetation.
Suitable habitats include freshwater marshes, inundated grasslands,flaots1l and river deltas
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(e.g. Okavango Delta) with grasses and sedges@eyga longistaminatand Cyperus fastigiatys
reedbeds, papyrsiswamps, ricdields, and thick vegetation (sedges, grasses and reeds) beside lakes,
rivers, ponds and temporary pools

Distribution: This species is an intfsfrican migrant. At the onset of the rains populations in the
northern tropics move north and pgoulations in the southern tropics move south, although some
may remain sedentary all year round in permanent wetlariRismarkably, this apparently weakly
flying bird is not only the only species with a purely-8atharan African range to have reached Great
Britain, but has done so twice. It has also occurred as a vagrant in several other European countries.
IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats Not seriously threatened, although wetland modification may have negatively affected its
population. The species is threatened throughout its range by the destruction and modification of
wetlands (especially the loss of seasonally flooded habitats) thrdrajhage, damming and grazing.

The species is threatened throughutilisation where it is hunted for local consumption and trade at
Lake Chilwa, Malawi.

Diet: It has a varied diet which consists of molluscs, earthworms and other small invertebrates as
well as small fish. It also eats seeds and fruits from the marsh reeds, grasses and thorn scrub as well
as unripe watedlily seed heads. Interestingly this species is known to be kleptoparasitic, particularly
when it comes to lily seeds, it has been observedlitg these from Pygmyeese.

Did you know?: It will climb up to 2m to get to food and even builds small platforms to enable it to
feed on seeds and fruits of taller vegetation

Further Reading and ResourceBirdLife International (2004). Porphyrio alleBD06. IUCN Red List

of Threatened Species. IUCN 20@8:w.iucnredlist.org Retrieved on 11 May 2006. Database entry
includes justification for why this species is of least concern

Family:Charadriidae Plovers,dotterelsand lapwings
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Breeding adults are spotted gold and black on the crown, back and wings. Their face and neck are
black with a white border; they have a black breast and a dark rump. The legs are black. In winter,
the blackis lost and the plover then has a yellowish face and breast and white underparts. Lifelong
monogamous paibond. Territorial defence of nest site. Slow 'butterfly' flight by male during
courtship and territorial display.

Name Eurasian Golden Plovi®lwialis apricaria

Order: Charadriiformes

Family:Charadriidae

Genus:Pluvialis

Length 2629 cm

Wingspan 6980 cm

Weight 218 g

Habitat: Breeds on humid moss, lichen and hummock tundra-liomg marshes in moss tundra,
shrub tundra, open bogs in foregpeatlands, alpine tundra, highland bogs , moors, and swampy
highland heaths with high abundances of sphagnum moss and heather.

Distribution: 640,000 - 1,200,000 mature individuals. Widely distributed on coastlines, from
Greenland and Iceland, acrossagdinavia and northern Asia to Siberia. Declining in central and
southern Europe and the Middle East. Migratory throughout most of range. Residential during mild
winters in west and central Europe.

IUCN Conservation Statuteast Concern (LO)he Eurasiatolden Plover is one of the species to
which the Agreement on the Conservation of Afridairasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA) applies.
Threats The species has suffered minor range contractions due to the cultivatidratiorestation

of heathlandsand is susceptible to very cold winter temperatures and severe weather conditions.
Utilisation the species is frequently taken by hunters on its wintering grodimdsxample in regions

of France.

Diet: Its diet consists predominantly of insects (esplgithe adults, pupae and larvae of beetles,
larval Lepidoptera, locusts and grasshoppers), as well as earthworms, spiders, millipedes, snails,
polycheate worms, crustaceans and some plant material (e.g. berries, seeds and grass).

Life ExpectancyMaximumlongevity: 12.8 years (wild)

Did you know?: It shows a preference for nesting on short vegetation less than 15 cm tall.

Further Reading and ResourcesEncyclopaedia of Life (EOLEuropean Golden Plover
http://eol.org/pages/1049364/details

Family:Scolopacidaesandpipers; woodcocks; snipes; tattlers; curlews; godwits and dowitchers
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The common snipéGallinago gallinagpis a superbly camouflaged bird, most often seezeithg

erratically after being flshed from its concealed locationThis skulking bird has cryptically

patterned, mottled brown upperparts, with pale stripes on the back and dark streakbeonhest,

and paler underpartsThe sexes are alike, although fleenale may have a slightly longer bill, but the
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wings and a short tail, but the most obvious feature of the common snipe, however, is its greatly
elongatedbill used to probe for invertebrate prey in soft ground.

Using its greatly elongated bill, the common snipe probes under the moist substrate for its insect,
earthworm, crustacean or spider prelyood on the surface may be located by sight and picked up,
but prey under the ground is located using the totgdnsitive sensory pits at the tip of the flexible
bill. Smaller food items are swallowed whole, while larger items are brokensimialler pieces
before consumedThe common snipe typically feeds at daamd dusk, often in small groups, on
land or in shallow water, but usually does not stray far from cover

Name Common Snipe3allinago gallinagp

Order. Charadriiformes

Family. Scolopacidae

Genus Gallinago

Length: 2527 cm

Wingspan:44-47 cm

Weight 72-181 g

Habitat: During the breeding season, the common snipe inhabits fresh and brackish marshlands with
a combination of grassy cover and rich, moist soils, often at the edges of lakes, rivers and swamps.
Outside the breeding season, it inhabits simédeeas, but with more use of artificial habitats, such as
wet farmland and drainage ditches, and coastal areas, including the upper reaches of estuaries
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Distribution: The common snipe is a widespread wetland bird that breeds at northern latitudes and
migrates southwards before the onset of winter. During the breeding season, this elusive bird may
be found throughout Alaska and Canada and the west of the United States, and from Iceland, the
Faeroe Islands and the United Kingdom, east towards northerndrasdisouth to northern Spain,
Austria, Ukraine, southern Siberia and northern China.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats Conversion and drainage of wetlands, with lower water levels shortening the length of the
O2YY2y A&y A LISacén ardl MRS & the/adailadily of prey nest predation by introduced
predators, such as hedgehogs, while other populations are threatened by pollutionreyiattion

and changing lanthanagement practices leading to scrub overgrowth. The common s$sipéso
regularly hunted for food and sport, with over a million birds killed annually in Europe and around
half a million in the United States

Diet: Invertebrates, on wet ground or shallow water, located by touch.

Did you know?: The distinctive, thin, tweting noise that accompanies the snipe's evocative aerial
display on warm summer evenings (known as drumming) is produced by the wind whistling through
its spread outer tail feathers .

Further Reading and ResourceRoyal Society for the Protection of BirdRoyal Society for the
Protection of Birds (July, 2010)
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/s/snipe/index.spx

https://picasaweb.qooqle.com/Ih/vieW’?q=lenIiﬁ&unamezlqos.Den'isov‘s&psch&fiIter=1#5480904

145136423474
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The dunlin Calidris alpinfis ore of the hardiest of all shorebirds, breeding far north in the Arctic
region and migrating southwes before the onset of winterThis species is also renowned for its
beautiful breeding plumage, which is distinguished by the reddish cap, bright reoidiaim back

and black belly patch, which extends behind its black legs. The head and breast are pale brown.
Outside of the breeding season, the dunlin is light browsgisty with a brownish back, white
underparts and a brownish band streaking across the uppesst
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arrival The males attract a partner by performing display flights, which consist of short glides with

stiff arched wings, interrupted by rapid, alow flutters. The male makes a few scrapes on the

ground, which are then lined with grass, sedges and leaves. The female chooses one of the scrapes

as the nest and finishes its constructioutside of the breeding season, the dunlin is highly
gregarious travelling in groups of up to 1,500 while migrating and residing in groups numbering
hundreds of thousands at the wintering grounds. This species is active both during the day and at

night. It feeds by probing and jabbing with its long bill in the suddstr

Name Dunlin Calidris alpin)

Order: Charadriiformes

Family:Scolopacidae

Genus:Calidris

Length 16-22 cm

Wingspan 48- 64 ¢

Weight 48-64 ¢

Habitat: Breeds in wet coastal tundra. Winters along mudflats, estuaries, marshes, flooded fields,
sandy beaches, and shores of lakes and ponds.

Distribution: The dunlin has a very wide distributispanning an estimated 4,960,000 kraccurring

across nearly all Arctic regions. Its breeding range stretches from east Greenland, across the Russian
Arctic to the Alaskan coast of the Bering Sea. There is also an isolated population that breeds in the
east Canadian Arctic. A migratory species, the dunlin has a number-pbpulations that each has
differing migration behaviours with approximately 4,60000®,500,000 mature individuals.
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IUCN Conservation Statughe dunlin is classified as Least Concern (LC) on the IUCN Red List. In
North America, the dunlin is protected by the North American Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918,
which protects this specieand its eggs from hunting and collection In the UK, this species is also
well protected in Special Protected Areas, with around 74 percent of the total breeding population
found in such reserves

Threats Loss of breeding habitat through afforestation, lamdlamation and the invasion of alien
plant species. Important migratory stapver habitats on the Baltic Sea coastline are also threatened
by petroleum pollution, wetland drainage for irrigation, peattraction, reedbed mowing and
burning, and changingand practices which lead to scrub and reed overgrowth. In some areas,
introduced predators such as the hedgehdgrifaceus europaelshave greatly reduced the
breeding success of this species.

Diet: Insects and insect larvae are the most important sowtéod, but elsewhere its diet is more
varied, feeding on worms and small snails, as well as insects, crustaceans shpalwematter and

small fishon occasion.

Did you know?: Dunlin breeding in northern Alaska apparently move west, migrating down th
eastern side of Siberia and Asia all the way to Japan and China.

Further Reading and ResourceBirdLife International (2011) Species factshe@alidrisalpina
Downloaded fromhttp://www.birdlife.org on 10/10/2011. Recommended citation for factsheets for
more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for birds. Downloaded from
http://www.birdlife.org on 10/10/2011.

Family: Laridae- Gulls and terns
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A familiar and abundant inhabitant of the European coastline, the lesser-bkadted gull l[(arus
fuscug is a mediurrsized gull species with a white head, white neck, dark grey back and black wings
with white tips. The lessdrlackbacked gull can also be identified by its yellow legs and yellow bill,
which is tipped with a red spoffhe lesser blackacked gull is most similar in appearance to the
great blackbacked gulll{arus marinus but is smaller and less powerful, aitgl back is less dark.
Juveniles are also mistaken for immature herring gllégsus argentatus but are darker and more
contrastingly patterned Three subspecies of the lesser Hiacked gull are currently recognised.
These are primarily distinguisheg blight variations in back colouration, as well as by range

The lesser blackacked gull has adapted well to human presence. By using buildings and other
structures for nesting and by feeding on refuse, the lesser Hiacked gull has expanded its rang

into urban environments, and its populations have rapidly increased. In fact, its numbers have
increased to such a high level in many areas that it is now considered a pest species. In such areas,
the lesser blackacked gull may predate upon and compébe food with rarer seabirds, meaning

culls are needed to control its numbers and conserve other species.

Name Lesser Blackacked Gulll{arus fuscus

Order. Charadriiformes

Family. Laridae

Genus Larus

Length:51-61 cm

Wingspan:124-127 cm

Weight: 550- 1200 g

Habitat: An extremely versatile species, the lesser blaakked gull occupies a variety of coastal
habitats, including estuaries, harbours and lagoons, as well as a number of inland artificial habitats,
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such as rubbish dumps and agittaral fields. Historically, the lesser blals&cked gull only nested

on moorland, coasts or on rocky islands in rivers, lakes and seas. However, it hdecmwme
adapted to nest on the rooftops of buildingsconjunction with expanding human settlemeant
Distribution: The lesser blackacked gull breeds in Europe and Russia. Some populations are
migratory and after the breeding season may travel to northern and western Africa, the Middle East
or north-west India. One subspecies also migrates to thebBadn and the eastern coast of the U.S.
and Canada

IUCN Conservation Status.east Concern (LC). In the absence of any major threats to the lesser
blackbacked gull, it has not been the target of any known conservation measures. In fact, most
plans direced at this species have concentrated on managing its population, to minimise its adverse
effect on other seabirds.

Threats In some parts of its range, such as in the United Kingdom, the lesserldalele&d gull has
recently been in decline. This is prirtardue to increased competition for food with larger gulls, as
well as changes in fishing practices that reduce the availability of discards, and the closure of landfill
sites. The lesser blatiacked gull may also be threatened by hunting in parts a€&find Denmark,
while human disturbance and egg collecting are other localised threats.
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other large gull species are present, it may vary its foragiirajegy to specialise on certain types of
prey. For example, it may increase the quantity of aquatic invertebrates and freshwater fish it eats,
and may also plungdive to catch fish at deeper depths, a behaviour more commonly associated
with seabirds otlkr than gulls. The lesser blabkcked gull also feeds on food scraps at rubbish
dumps

Did you know?: The Lesser Bladdacked Gull is divided into several different subspecies that differ
in the darkness of the back.

Further Reading and Resources Royal 8ciety for the Protection of Birds:
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/l/lesserblackbackedgull/index.aspx

Family:Columbidae Pigeons and doves

37


http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/l/lesserblackbackedgull/index.aspx

AWF Lewis Gospel

http://www.flickr.com/photos/alobaid/2454968262/

38


http://www.flickr.com/photos/alobaid/2454968262/

