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Birds of Tenerife 
 
Introduction 
The island of Tenerife is the largest and most populous of all the Canary Islands. Despite its small 
surface area of only 2,034.38 km² the island has phenomenal ecological diversity. The island itself is 
home to 106 bird species in total, encompassing a mixture of residents, migrants, vagrants, 
introduced and certain sub-species of bird that are endemic to the island. The 14 endemics include 
ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀǊȅΣ .ƭǳŜ /ƘŀŦŦƛƴŎƘΣ .ƻƭƭŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŜƭ tƛƎŜƻƴΣ ¢ŜƴŜǊƛŦŜ DƻƭŘŎǊŜǎǘΣ /ŀƴŀǊȅ LǎƭŀƴŘ 
Chiffchaff, BerthelotΩǎ tƛǇƛǘΣ ¢ŜƴŜǊƛŦŜ .ƭǳŜ ¢ƛǘΣ ¢ŜƴŜǊƛŦŜ wƻōƛƴΣ DǊŜŀǘ {ǇƻǘǘŜŘ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊΣ /ŀƴŀǊȅ 
Islands Kestrel, Yellow Legged Gull, Southern Grey Shrike and the Grey Wagtail which can be found 
nowhere else on earth. Its diverse climate provides a plethora of different habitats. The Canary 
Islands have the greatest variety of endemic flora. Indeed, it is the fourth greatest in the world. 
There are in the region of 1700 plant species, of which more than 500 are endemic to the Canaries 
and 140 in Tenerife itself allowing a wide variety of sustaining plants and thus birds to thrive; earning 
ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇǳǘŀōƭŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨThe DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΦ  
 
Country or region: Tenerife 
Number of species: 106 
Number of globally threatened species: 1 
Number of introduced species: 4 
 
Avibase - Bird Checklists of the World 
Bird Checklists of the World is part of Avibase and Bird links to the World, which are designed and 
maintained by Denis Lepage, and hosted by Bird Studies Canada, which is a co-partner of Birdlife 
International.  
 
Bird species checklist of Tenerife can be sourced here: http://avibase.bsc-
eoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=ESicte&list=howardmoore 
 
 

http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=ESicte&list=howardmoore
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=ESicte&list=howardmoore
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Family: Paridae - Tits, chickadees, and titmice 
 

 
Image Source: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Herrerillo_com%C3%BAn_%28Parus_caeruleus_teneriffae%29_1.jp
g 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Herrerillo_com%C3%BAn_%28Parus_caeruleus_teneriffae%29_1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Herrerillo_com%C3%BAn_%28Parus_caeruleus_teneriffae%29_1.jpg
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http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/canary-blue-tit -cyanistes-teneriffae/bird-visting-small-water-pool-
picnic-area 
 
The Tenerife blue tit like many a tit species is an inquisitive and energetic bird thus allowing good 
scope in a variety of food sources. Ranging from seeds, insects and human derived food sources. 
Both sexes are very similar, although females are often somewhat duller compared to the males, 
which is often the case as the males are the ones exhibiting themselves in a fight to compete with 
other budding males for a chance to mate. The juveniles have a more yellowish face than the adults. 
A range of clear distinctive high pitched calls are produced during communication, like 'sisisi'.  
 
The species despite being endemic to the island of Tenerife is common and is not listed under any 
conservation designations and therefore does not yet warrant any conservation concern. Nesting 
takes place in holes in walls and trees, as well as in nest boxes. The female lines the hole or nest box 
with moss, hair and feathers and in early May lays 7-12 (up to 16) white eggs speckled with reddish-
brown. The male brings food to the female while carries out the duty of incubation; taking between 
12 and 16 days for them to hatch. Both parents bring food to the young, which fledge after 15-23 
days, where just one brood per year is produced. 
 
Name: Tenerife Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus teneriffae) 
Order: Passeriformes 
Family: Paridae 
Genus:  Cyanistes 
Length: 11-12 cm 
Wingspan: 17.5-20 cm 
Weight: Male - 10 g, Female - 11 g 
Habitat: Deciduous woodland, pasture farmland, arable farmland, urban areas and scrub. 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/canary-blue-tit-cyanistes-teneriffae/bird-visting-small-water-pool-picnic-area
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/canary-blue-tit-cyanistes-teneriffae/bird-visting-small-water-pool-picnic-area
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Distribution: Endemic to Tenerife 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Diet: Insects including flies, caterpillars, small arachnids and also nuts and seeds in the winter. 
Did you know?: Birds have the sensory capability to detect ultra-violet light ς The vivid plumage at 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ǘƛǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ Ǝƭƻǿǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǳƭǘǊŀ-violet light, there is a theory that the 
brighter this glows the more attractive males appear to females. 
Video:http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/canary-blue-tit -cyanistes-teneriffae/bird-looking-some-food-
dry-plant 
Find Reading and Resources: Kvista, L., Broggia J., Illerab J.C. and Koivulaa, K. (2005). Colonisation 
and diversification of the blue tits (Parus caeruleus teneriffae-group) in the Canary Islands. Molecular 
Phylogenetics and Evolution 34, 501-511. 
 

Family: Upupidae - Hoopoes 

 

 
Image Source: http://entertainmentstar.blogspot.com/2010/12/indian-animals-of-hoopoe-birds-
photo.html 
 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/canary-blue-tit-cyanistes-teneriffae/bird-looking-some-food-dry-plant
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/canary-blue-tit-cyanistes-teneriffae/bird-looking-some-food-dry-plant
http://entertainmentstar.blogspot.com/2010/12/indian-animals-of-hoopoe-birds-photo.html
http://entertainmentstar.blogspot.com/2010/12/indian-animals-of-hoopoe-birds-photo.html
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http://scienceblogs.com/grrlscientist/2009/05/todays_mystery_bird_for_you_to_267.php 
 
The hoopoe is an unmistakeable bird; its unique flamboyant plumage and morphology almost 
alienate it from some of its terrestrial counterparts. The Hoopoe is classified in the Coraciiformes 
clade, a group that also includes kingfishers, bee-eaters, rollers, and woodhoopoes. The Hoopoe is 
widespread in Europe, Asia, and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and Madagascar. Most European 
(U. e. epops) and north Asian birds migrate to the tropics in winter. In what was long thought to be a 
defensive posture, Hoopoes sunbathe by spreading out their wings and tail low against the ground 
and tilting their head up. The Hoopoe is monogamous (meaning only one mate at any one time), 
although the pair bond, their relationship apparently only lasts for a single season. They are also 
territorial, with the male calling frequently to advertise his ownership of the territory with its distinct 
call. Therefore coining the English species (Upupa epops), which is derived from Latin upupa, which 
imitates the cry of the bird. 
 
Name: Hoopoe (Upupa epops) 
Order: Coraciiformes  
Family: Upupidae 
Genus: Alaemon 
Length: 27 cm 
Wingspan: 44 cm 
Weight: 68 g 
Habitat: Savanna grassland, montane grasslands and shrublands temperate grasslands and open 
woodland. 

http://scienceblogs.com/grrlscientist/2009/05/todays_mystery_bird_for_you_to_267.php


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

7 

Distribution: Widespread in Europe, Asia, and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and Madagascar. 
Diet: Large insects, insect larvae, pupae (chrysalis stage of development), worms, beetles 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Demographics: European Population Size:  Summer: 830,000 - 1,500,000 pairs. British Population 
Size: Passage: 116 individuals 
Did you know?: The uropygial gland (found near the base of the tail secretes a preening oil that birds 
rub on their feathers) of an incubating and brooding female is quickly modified to produce a foul-
smelling liquid that are rubbed into the plumage. The secretion, which smells like rotting meat, is 
thought to help deter predators.  
Video: http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/hoopoe-upupa-epops/adult-singing 
Further Reading and Resources: Williams, J.B. and Tieleman, B. I. (2000). Flexibility in basal 
metabolic rate and evaporative water loss among hoopoe larks exposed to different environmental 
temperatures. The Journal of Experimental Biology 203, 3153ς3159.  
 
 

Family: Procellariidae - Group of seabirds comprising of fulmarine 
petrels, the gadfly petrels, the prions, and the shearwaters. 
 

 
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/cory039s-shearwater-calonectris-diomedea/one-many-corys-feeding-
amidst-group-dolhpins-came-clo 

 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/hoopoe-upupa-epops/adult-singing
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/cory039s-shearwater-calonectris-diomedea/one-many-corys-feeding-amidst-group-dolhpins-came-clo
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/cory039s-shearwater-calonectris-diomedea/one-many-corys-feeding-amidst-group-dolhpins-came-clo
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/8793530@N03/3983770403/ 
 
/ƻǊȅΩǎ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ōǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΣ ƎƭƛŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ 
the ocean with only occasional deep beats of its long, often bowed wings. The upperparts of the 
body are grey-brown in colour, with paler edges to the feathers of the back, mantle and upper tail, 
while the underparts are white. The underside of the tail is dark, and the undersides of the wings are 
white, with dark front and rear edges and a dark tip. 
 
Name: Cory's Shearwater (Calonectris diomedea) 
Order:  Procellariiformes 
Family:  Procellariidae 
Genus:  Calonectris 
Length: 30ς38 cm  
Wingspan: 76ς89 cm 
Weight: 330-485 g 
Habitat: Lakes and coastal cliffs 
Distribution: Vagrant 
IUCN Conservation Status: Near threatened 
Threats: Habitat alteration, disturbance at breeding colonies, fishing lines and pollution of nearby 
waters. It is also under threat from introduced mammalian predators, such as the black rat (Rattus 
rattus), which is the most destructive predator of seabirds in the Mediterranean. 
Diet: Fish, crustaceans and squid 
Did you know: It is silent at sea, but at night the breeding colonies are alive with raucous cackling 
calls, higher pitched and more drawn out than the Manx Shearwater's. 
Find out more: BirdLife International: Global Seabird Programme:  
http://www.birdlife.org/action/science/species/seabirds/index.html 
 

Family: Hydrobatidae - Petrels 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8793530@N03/3983770403/
http://www.birdlife.org/action/science/species/seabirds/index.html
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Family:  Falconidae ς Falcons 
 
 

 
 
Image Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/nigelbewley/4718172954/sizes/o/in/photostream/ 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nigelbewley/4718172954/sizes/o/in/photostream/
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Falco_tinnunculus_-
El_Castillo_del_Romeral,_Canary_Islands,_Spain-8.jpg 
 
 
The kestrel is the commonest diurnal raptor in Europe and in total there are 12 sub species 
e.g.(Falco tinnunculus canariensis) of which the majority are hardly distinguishable apart from size. 
The sexes are distinguished; in males the rump and tail are bluish grey and unbarred, whereas in 
females they are brownish-red with dark barring. Furthermore, the head is a prominent grey in 
males and a less distinctive brown in females. Juveniles are similar to females, but are usually more 
yellowish-brown. Kestrels hunt using their keen eyesight and when hovering they are able to remain 
still ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨǊƛŘƎŜ ƭƛŦǘΩ even in strong winds. Upon spotting their quarry, they 
plunge to the ground, seizing the prey with their talons.  
 
The kestrel is often seen hovering over farmland and at the sides of motorways and lives in a 
plethora of habitats; the only places they do not favour are dense forests, vast treeless wetlands and 
mountains. With its long tail narrow wings and somewhat smaller morphology than other birds of 
prey, it is easy to differentiate between its falcon relatives. Kestrels are not typically preyed on, but 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Falco_tinnunculus_-El_Castillo_del_Romeral,_Canary_Islands,_Spain-8.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Falco_tinnunculus_-El_Castillo_del_Romeral,_Canary_Islands,_Spain-8.jpg
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are taken occasionally, especially as fledglings by larger raptors such as the Goshawk (Accipiter 
gentilis). The call of this bird is a high-pitched 'kee-kee-kee'. 
 
Name: Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 
Order: Accipitriformes 
Family: Falconidae 
Genus:  Falco 
Length:  31-37 cm  
Wingspan: 68-78 cm 
Weight: Male - 190 g / Female - 220 g  
Habitat: Farmland, moorland and heathland and urban areas.  
Distribution: Wide distribution in Europe, North Africa, Eurasia, Middle East, India, China and Japan. 
Diet: Small mammals, small birds, insects and lizards. It feeds largely on small mammals, especially 
the short-tailed vole (Microtus agrestis), and small birds such as the house sparrow (Passer 
domesticus). Small lizards and invertebrates are also very important components of the diet; 
earthworms taken from cereal fields can be vital during winter. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) (Due to large range) 
Demographics: European Population Size: Summer - 290 to 440 thousand pairs. 
Did you know?: When hunting kestrels utilise ultraviolet light allowing them to see and detect their 
pǊŜȅΩǎ ǳǊƛƴŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǊƻŘŜƴǘ ōǳǊǊƻǿǎΦ  
Video: http://vimeo.com/21941538 
Further Reading and Resources: Rasmussen, P.C. and Anderton, J.T. (2005). Birds of South Asia: The 
Ripley Guide (Vol. 2). Smithsonian Institution & Lynx Edicions. 
 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ian_white/5182385772/ 
 

http://vimeo.com/21941538
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ian_white/5182385772/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/wildimages/5189044820/ 
 
The lanner falcon is a handsome and powerful bird of prey, with grey-brown to slate grey 
upperparts, a creamy-white throat and under parts, sometimes with dark spots or striping, and a 
characteristic reddish-brown crown on the head, which helps to distinguish it from the smaller 
peregrine falcon, Falco peregrine. The lanner falcon shows considerable regional variation in size, 
colouration and degree of spotting and barring, with five subspecies currently recognised. Hunting 
behaviour of this species often takes place where prey congregates, such as at waterholes or 
colonial nesting sites, or at grass fires, where up to 20 lanner falcons may gather to feed. The lanner 
falcon usually, though not always, hunts during the day (diurnal), chasing or seizing prey in the air or 
sometimes from the ground, and occasionally stealing food from other birds of prey. Food is 
sometimes cached to be eaten later and lanner falcon pairs often hunt co-operatively, with one bird 
flushing out prey for the other to catch. The species is usually fairly silent, but at its breeding sites 
may give a variety of screams and cackling calls. Like all raptors, Falco biarmicus relies mostly on its 
keen sense of sight to hunt prey both in the air and on the ground. It has a variety of calls for 
different situations and communicates with other individuals acoustically, especially in territorial 
disputes and courtship rituals. It is known for its loud, repeated "kak-kak" call. 
 
Name: Lanner Falcon (Falco biarmicus) 
Order: Falconiformes 
Family: Falconidae 
Genus:  Falco 
Subgenus: Hierofalco 
Length: 35 - 50 cm 
Wingspan: 90 - 110 cm 
Weight: Male weight: 500 - 600 g/ Female weight: 700 - 900 g 
Habitat: Usually inhabiting open country, the lanner falcon can be found in a wide range of habitats 
ranging from extreme desert to wet, forested mountains up to elevations of 5,000 metres. The 
species can be found in eucalyptus stands in southern Africa and even in urban areas, as long as 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/wildimages/5189044820/
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there are open or lightly wooded areas nearby for hunting, though it tends to avoid heavily forested 
or very wet areas. 
Distribution: The lanner falcon has a wide distribution across Africa, the Middle East, and parts of 
central and eastern Mediterranean. 
IUCN Conservation StatusΥ /ƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΩ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ 
Threats: The lanner falcon is often poisoned or shot, particularly where people hunt larks for sport, 
and its eggs and chicks are commonly collected for use in falconry. It is also threatened by habitat 
loss, which can reduce its hunting and breeding areas as well as its prey species, It is also susceptible 
to human disturbance at its breeding sites, from intensive tourism activities such as rock climbing. 
¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǇǊŜȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭŎƻƴΩǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ tƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƴŜǎ 
which often provide the lanner falcon with nesting sites can also carry the threat of electrocution. 
Diet: The lanner falcon feeds mainly on small to medium-sized birds, ranging from larks up to the 
size of ducks and guinea fowl, and sometimes takes domestic poultry and even other falcons. Small 
mammals, such as rodents and bats, may also be taken, along with insects, reptiles, occasionally 
carrion, and even spiders and scorpions in desert landscapes. 
Did you know?: Some lanner falcons have even learned to follow human hunters, taking prey that 
they flush. 
Further Reading and Resources: International Action Plan for the lanner falcon: BirdLife 
International. (1999) International Species Action Plan: Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus. BirdLife 
International, UK. Available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/falco_biarmicu
s.pdf 
 
 

Family: Accipitridae - Hawks, eagles, vultures, kites, buzzards and 
harriers 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/falco_biarmicus.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/falco_biarmicus.pdf
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Image Source: http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-
a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-
GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://
denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-
ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&
iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126
&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=osprey&um=1&hl=en&client=firefox-a&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&biw=1280&bih=626&tbs=isz:l&tbm=isch&tbnid=3fQO1MMahXaUTM:&imgrefurl=http://denisglennon.com/galleries/avian-art/australian-ospreys/&docid=ED2K9K1UoHqW5M&w=1080&h=944&ei=IPF4TvWEB_S20QWQzdSGDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=683&vpy=149&dur=1650&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=168&ty=129&page=1&tbnh=126&tbnw=141&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0
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http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/images/osprey_lg.jpg 
 
Ospreys are superb at hunting fish, which make up some 99 percent of their diet. Due to this diet 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƴŘǎΣ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƭŀƪŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΦ hǎǇǊŜȅǎ Ƙǳƴǘ ōȅ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ 
to the water's surface from some 30 to 100 feet (9 to 30 meters) up. They have gripping pads that 
turn backward on their feet to help them pluck fish from the water, their talons turn backward, and 
the pads on the talons have small ridges to help hold the slippery fish. With their curved claws it 
enables them to carry and travel the fish greater distances to its nesting or feeding site. There is 
some scepticism around the idea that its adaptive talons can cause the Osprey to in fact drown, 
where too big a fish is caught, the Osprey is dragged under the water. It is thought that a sturdy solid 
surface is needed to unlock the talons and release the fish. Ospreys are sometimes confused with 
bald eagles, but can be identified by their white under parts and are sometimes referred to as the 
ΨCƛǎƘ IŀǿƪΦΩ 9ŀƎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǎǇǊŜȅǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ 
Eagles often force Osprey to drop fish that they have caught and deprive them of their catch often in 
midair. 
 
Name: Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Order: Accipitriformes 
Family: Pandionidae 
Genus:  Pandion 
Length: 55-58 cm  
Wingspan: 145-170 cm 
Weight: Male 1.2-1.6 kg / Female 1.6kg-2.0kg   
Habitat: 3-5 km of a water body such as a salt marsh, mangrove swamp, cypress swamp, lake, bog, 
reservoir, river or coastal regions. 
Distribution: One of the most widespread birds in the world with populations on every continent but 
Antarctica. 
Diet: Piscivore (Diet consisting predominantly of fish), with no preference of species. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) (Due to large range)  

http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/images/osprey_lg.jpg
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Did you know?: During flight Ospreys have the cognition to position captured fish aerodynamically 
in its talons, to reduce drag and therefore conserve energy. 
Video: http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/osprey-pandion-haliaetus/adult-catch-fish-pond 
Further Reading and Resources: Poole, A. (1989). Ospreys: A Natural and Unnatural History. New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 
 

Family: Laridae - Gulls and terns 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/31177562@N07/5686703515/ 
 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/osprey-pandion-haliaetus/adult-catch-fish-pond
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http://www.biolib.cz/en/taxonimage/id25464/ 
 
The yellow-legged gull (Larus cachinnans) is very much akin in appearance to its close relative the 
herring gull (Larus argentatus) and has only recently achieved wide recognition as a distinct species. 
It was formerly treated as a subspecies of the herring gull. It however has a somewhat different 
morphology, with its distinguishable yellow legs as its names suggests. They also have a grey back, 
slightly darker than Herring Gulls but lighter than Lesser Black-backed Gulls. They are much whiter-
headed in autumn, and have more extensively black wing tips with few white spots, just as the 
Lesser Black-backed. They have a red spot on the bill as adults, like the entire complex. There is a red 
ring around the eye like in the Lesser Black-backed Gull but unlike in the Herring Gull which has a 
dark yellow ring. Juveniles have streaked grey-brown bodies with dark bills and pink legs. The call is a 
loud laugh which is deeper and more nasal than the call of the Herring Gull. 
 
Name: Yellow-legged Gull (Larus cachinnans) 
Order:  Charadriiformes 
Family: Laridae  
Genus:  Larus 
Length: 52 ς 58 cm 
Wingspan: 120 ς 140 cm 
Weight: 720 ς 1500 g 
Habitat: During the breeding season the species nests near lakes surrounded by reedbeds, pastures 
(Madeira), reservoirs, rivers, and on grassy or shrubby river islands, forming colonies on sea cliffs, 
rocky and sandy offshore islands, rocky coasts, sandy beaches, spits, sand-dunes, and salt-pans, and 
foraging in intertidal zones and in brackish coastal marshes. Outside of the breeding season the 
species is more common along the coast and in areas of human settlement (e.g. at harbours and 
ports) and in other marine habitats, though seldom far from land. During this season it also forages 
in cultivated fields and along rivers, and is especially common at refuse dumps 

http://www.biolib.cz/en/taxonimage/id25464/
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Distribution: Larus michahellis can be found in Europe, the Middle East and north Africa. It is 
resident in much of southern Europe, on the coasts of the Mediterranean, Black Sea and Caspian 
Sea, on the Azores and Madeira, Portugal, and on the Canary Islands. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: This species is vulnerable to oil pollution and is killed by longline fishing in the 
Mediterranean Sea and Macaronesia. It suffers from habitat destruction and disturbance from 
tourism at breeding sites in the Spanish Mediterranean and many colonies are regularly robbed of 
eggs by local communities. 
Diet: Its diet consists of fish, invertebrates (including insects, molluscs and crabs), reptiles, small 
mammals (e.g. voles and ground squirrels), refuse, offal, and bird eggs and chicks (e.g. of petrels and 
shearwaters). 
Did you know?: It is now generally accepted that the Yellow-legged Gull is a full species, but until 
recently there was much disagreement. For example, British Birds magazine split Yellow-legged Gull 
from Herring Gull in 1993 but included the Caspian Gull in the former, but the BOU in Great Britain 
retained the Yellow-legged Gull as a subspecies of the Herring Gull until 2007. DNA research 
however suggests that Yellow-legged Gull is actually closest to Great Black-backed Gull L. Fuscus. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: Larus michahellis. 
Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 10/10/2011. Recommended citation for factsheets for 
more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for birds. Downloaded from 
http://www.birdlife.org on 10/10/2011. 
 

Family: Columbidae -  Pigeons and doves 
 

 
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/09/097336F7-A82D-4B69-BF5C-
4FAAEA0D60DC/Presentation.Medium/Dark-tailed-laurel-pigeon.jpg 
 

http://www.birdlife.org/
http://www.birdlife.org/
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/09/097336F7-A82D-4B69-BF5C-4FAAEA0D60DC/Presentation.Medium/Dark-tailed-laurel-pigeon.jpg
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http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/95/95DC29C4-5691-4087-978E-
01ECFC7496BB/Presentation.Large/Dark-tailed-laurel-pigeon-perched-on-a-branch.jpg 
 
The Dark-tailed Laurel Pigeon (Columba bollii) or ΨThe Bolle's PigeonΩ is an endemic species to the 
Canary Islands, Spain. This bird is named after the German naturalist Carl Bolle, who was the first to 
distinguish it from the Laurel Pigeon. This Wood PigeonΩǎ name is derivative of its habitat, nesting 
breeding and foraging in the Laurel forest habitat in the North of the island. Large dark grey pigeon. 
Mainly dark grey with blacker flight feathers and paler grey tail with dark terminal band, hindneck 
with green and pink gloss and reddish tinge to breast. Red bill and yellow eye. Only likely to be 
confused with White-tailed Laurel Pigeon C. junoniae or dark Feral Pigeon. Its voice is a guttural 
mournful cooing. To find this illusive bird look for them flying low and fast over laurel forest. 
 
Name: Dark-tailed Laurel Pigeon (Columba bollii) 
Order: Columbiformes 
Family: Columbidae 
Genus: Columba 
Length: 36 - 39 cm 
Wingspan: 65- 68 cm 
Weight: 300 - 400 g 
Habitat: It occurs in dense laurel forest in mountainous areas, especially in ravines; also in heath of 
Myrica faya and Erica arborea, and sometimes in rather open areas, e.g. cultivation. It spends the 
hottest part of the day in deep shade. 
Distribution: Currently there is thought to be some in the region of 5,000 - 20,000 mature 
individuals, spanning a range of 3,400 km2. Occurring most abundantly on Tenerife (more than 2,000 
individuals, particularly at Anaga and Teno), La Palma (more than 3,000 birds2 in a restricted area of 
the north-east), La Gomera (over 1,000 in Garajonay National Park with some birds outside the park) 
and El Hierro (where it occupies the whole of Golfo and Sabinosa) in the Canary Islands, Spain.  
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) This species has been downlisted from Near 
Threatened (NT) on the basis of evidence indicating that the its range and population are increasing. 
It is now listed as Least Concern because, although it has a very small range and probably a small to 
moderately small population, it is showing positive trends, it is not restricted to 10 locations or less 
and its population comprises more than one sub-population, all of which probably exceed 1,000 
individuals, and is not severely fragmented, thus it no longer approaches the thresholds for 

http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/95/95DC29C4-5691-4087-978E-01ECFC7496BB/Presentation.Large/Dark-tailed-laurel-pigeon-perched-on-a-branch.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/95/95DC29C4-5691-4087-978E-01ECFC7496BB/Presentation.Large/Dark-tailed-laurel-pigeon-perched-on-a-branch.jpg
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Vulnerable under any of the IUCN criteria. The species has undergone a number of fluctuations in 
conservation population trends 2011 Least Concern, 2008 Near Threatened, 2004 Near Threatened, 
2000 Lower Risk/Near Threatened, 1996 Vulnerable, 1994 Vulnerable, 1988 Threatened. 
Threats: Habitat loss has been extensive. Dry and laurel forests have been intensively exploited since 
the 15th century, and some areas of remaining forest continue to be felled and fragmented owing to 
the demand for wooden stakes and poles for agriculture, particularly vine-growing. Grazing by 
livestock, notably sheep, is degrading habitat on El Hierro and La Gomera. Predation of eggs and 
chicks by rats, and of nesting adults by feral cats Felis catus, are important threats, particularly on 
Tenerife where five of seven nests monitored were predated, primarily by black rats Rattus rattus. 
Illegal hunting remains a threat, especially when birds concentrate at drinking and feeding sites. 
Recreational activities such as climbing, abseiling, quad-biking, mountain-biking and motocross may 
disturb nesting birds. The species is potentially threatened by outbreaks of Newcastle Disease and 
Tuberculosis. 
Diet: The diet is mainly made up of fruit the precise composition varying with the timing of fruiting 
of different tree species. Besides fruit, the birds feed on leaves, shoots, and leaf and flower buds, 
and they may, if the opportunity presents itself, supplement their diet with small invertebrates. 
Some cereals (wheat, rye) are also taken. Birds have been observed feeding both on the ground and 
in the trees. 
Did you know?: It is thought it may have formerly occurred on Gran Canaria, as bones similar to 
those of a laurel pigeon have been found and there is a possible sight record from the late 19th 
century. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: Columba bollii. 
Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 13/10/2011. Recommended citation for factsheets for 
more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for birds. Downloaded from 
http://www.birdlife.org on 13/10/2011. 
 

 
http://www.droomplekken.nl/uploads/thumbs/tenerife/thumb_Laurierduif_800x600.jpg 
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http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/white-tailed-laurel-pigeon-columba-junoniae/white-tailed-laurel-
pigeon-above-laurel-forests-ca 
 
The White-tailed Laurel Pigeon (Columba junoniae) ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀǳǊŜƭ tƛƎŜƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ known as 
ΨtŀƭƻƳŀ wŀōƛŎƘŜΩ ƛƴ Spanish, is endemic to the Canary Islands, Spain, where it occurs on the islands 
of La Palma, La Gomera, Tenerife and El Hierro, and formerly on Gran Canaria. It is a is a large, dark 
brown, grey pigeon and a close relative the Common Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus). The species 
is strictly non-mirgratory. In appearance it is mainly dark sepia-brown, redder on underparts. Pale 
grey tail with broad, whitish terminal band. Extensive green gloss to rear crown and hindneck 
becoming pink on upper mantle. Whitish bill and pale eye. It is very similar to its counterpart the 
Dark-tailed Laurel Pigeon C. bollii has pale grey subterminal band and blackish terminal band to tail. 
Dark tail base and rump and overall slate-grey colouration. Its voice is that of a crooning pu-pu-pooo.  
 
Name: White-tailed Laurel Pigeon (Columba junoniae) 
Order:  Columbiformes 
Family: Columbidae 
Genus:  Columba 
Length: 38 - 41 cm 
Wingspan: 66- 69 cm 
Weight: 310 - 410 g 
Habitat: It prefers areas with steep slopes, escarpments and gullies, where it occurs in dry forest, 
laurel forest and Canary pine forest, as well as cultivated areas. 
Distribution: Currently estimated to be 3,000 - 7,500 mature individuals, spanning a range of 1,200 
km2. The largest subpopulation is found on La Palma, where it occurs across much of the northern 
half of the island. The species is common on La Gomera, where it is found primarily in the north, and 
also occurs patchily on the northern slopes of Tenerife. It has recently also been recorded on El 
Hierro; however, breeding there has not yet been confirmed. Although the species was recently 

http://ibc.lynxeds.com/photo/white-tailed-laurel-pigeon-columba-junoniae/white-tailed-laurel-pigeon-above-laurel-forests-ca
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suspected to be declining on Tenerife2, data suggest that its Area of Occupancy, and presumably its 
population, has increased overall during the last 20 years. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Near Threatened (NT) - This species has been downlisted from 
Endangered (EN) because evidence indicates that its range, although very small, is now increasing. It 
currently qualifies as Near Threatened because, within its very small range, it is restricted to just four 
islands, on which threats remain that could negatively impact the species in the future. The species 
has undergone a number of fluctuations in conservation  trends; 2011 Near Threatened, 2008 
Endangered, 2004 Endangered, 2000 Vulnerable, 1996 Vulnerable 1994 Vulnerable, 1988 
Threatened. 
Threats: Habitat loss has been extensive. Dry and laurel forests have been intensively exploited since 
the 15th century, and some areas of remaining forest continue to be felled and fragmented owing to 
the demand for wooden stakes and poles for agriculture, particularly vine-growing. Grazing by 
livestock, notably sheep, is degrading habitat on El Hierro and La Gomera. Predation of eggs and 
chicks by rats, and of nesting adults by feral cats Felis catus, are important threats, particularly on 
Tenerife where five of seven nests monitored were predated, primarily by black rats (Rattus rattus). 
Illegal hunting remains a threat, especially when birds concentrate at drinking and feeding sites. 
Recreational activities such as climbing, abseiling, quad-biking, mountain-biking and motocross may 
disturb nesting birds. The species is potentially threatened by outbreaks of Newcastle Disease and 
Tuberculosis. 
Diet: It feeds mainly on fruit but also takes grain and occasionally buds, leaves and shoots. It will 
gather in large concentrations on fruiting trees, plucking berries from the tree but also feeding on 
the ground. Breeding occurs in January-September. It makes some altitudinal movements to take 
advantage of ripe cereals and fruit at lower elevations in late summer. 
Did you know?: The majority of areas inhabited by the species now have protected status under 
regional or national law. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: Columba junoniae. 
Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 13/10/2011. Recommended citation for factsheets for 
more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for birds. Downloaded from 
http://www.birdlife .org on 13/10/2011. 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/jose_m_zerolo/4296533820/ 
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http://www.pbase.com/dophoto/image/112670624 
 
The African collared-dove (Streptopelia roseogrisea) have a pale rosy-greyish-fawn coloration on 
their crown, neck, and nape. On the hindneck, there is a narrow black semi-collar. This is edged with 
white on the top margin. The back, rump, and most of the upper wing is pale sandy brown. The 
outer wing coverts are pale grey and the primaries have a brownish-grey colour. Under the wings, 
the coloration is whitish. The central tail is greyish-brown and the other tail feathers are darker grey 
with white tips. The gradation of the white tips becomes greater toward the outer tail feathers, 
where the outermost tail feathers have a white edge. The breast and underparts are a pale rose-pink 
to whitish. The eye is dark red, the bill is black, and the feet are red. Overall, juvenile birds are paler 
in coloration. They are similar to the adults, except that the semi-collar is not as evident, the eye is a 
pale yellowish-brown, and the feet are a greyish-brown. Its call is a reciprocal persistent coo-crooo. 
 
It is very difficult to distinguish from the Eurasian Collared Dove  (Streptopelia decaocto) which in 
comparison; has dark gray undertail coverts, extensive black on underside of tail feathers, and is 
somewhat darker than the African collared-dove.  Birds that are seen are often escaped pets and are 
often called Ringed Turtle-Doves, a form of African Collared-Dove that has been domesticated for 
centuries. These birds frequently escape from captivity, and feral populations have become 
established in some cities in the southern United States. It has been introduced to a number of 
countries including Bahamas, New Zealand, Puerto Rico, United States and the Canary Islands. 
 
Name: African Collared Dove (Streptopelia roseogrisea) 
Order:  Columbiformes 
Family:  Columbidae 
Genus:  Streptopelia 
Length: 26 - 27 cm 
Wingspan: 45 - 50 cm 
Weight: 130 - 166 g 
Habitat: This dove frequents arid scrub with acacia and watering holes or a river nearby. African 
collared-doves are sometimes found in open agricultural land and grassy areas as well as parks and 
mangroves. 

http://www.pbase.com/dophoto/image/112670624
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Distribution: African collared-doves are found in an east-west belt from the southern coastal areas 
of Saudi Arabia and Yemen to coastal Somalia, extreme southeastern Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia to 
Senegal and Mauritainia. The global population size has not been quantified, but the species is 
described as common to locally abundant. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC). Feral populations do not seem to be able to maintain 
themselves without being provided food by people. 
Threats: The population is suspected to be stable in the absence of evidence for any declines or 
substantial threats. However trapping and egg collecting may warrant conservation concern for the 
upkeep of the pet trade where populations of these birds become domesticated. Although, it is not 
considered to be having a detrimental effect on individual population numbers. 
Diet: African collared-doves forage on the ground for a variety of grass seeds and other plants, 
including cultivated grains. They will also eat berries, insects, and snails. 
Did you know?: The Ringed Turtle-Dove seems to have had the fear of large, strange, or moving 
creatures bred out of it more than any other domesticated bird, and individuals are readily made 
hand-tame. The recognition of predatory birds remains, however, and it shows standard hawk-
escaping dove behaviour. One common response to a hawk is to "freeze" motionless. This behaviour 
undoubtedly worked well with its normal, darker plumage in its natural habitat, but the pale 
domesticated form stands out conspicuously against green lawns. 
Video: African collared-dove foraging in Tenerife, Canary Islands: 
http://ibc.lynxeds.com/video/african-collared-dove-streptopelia-roseogrisea/bird-feeding-ground 
Further Reading and Resources: Goodwin, D. 1983. Pigeons and doves of the world. Cornell 
University Press, Ithaca, New York. 
 
 

 
 

Family:  Fringillidae - Finches and Hawaiian honeycreepers 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/brunomiguelmaia/2985324024/ 
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http://www.free -pet-wallpapers.com/free-pet-wallpapers/free-pet-desktop-
backgrounds/662562130.jpg 
 
 
The Island Canary (Serinus canaria), also known as the Atlantic Canary, Canary or Common Canary, is 
a small passerine bird belonging to the finch family. It is native to the Canary Islands, the Azores, and 
Madeira. Wild birds are mostly yellow-green, with brownish streaking on the back. The species is 
common in captivity and a number of colour varieties have been bred. The male has a largely yellow-
green head and underparts with a yellower forehead, face and supercilium. The lower belly and 
undertail-coverts are whitish and there are some dark streaks on the sides. The upperparts are grey-
green with dark streaks and the rump is dull yellow. The female is similar to the male but duller with 
a greyer head and breast and less yellow underparts. Juvenile birds are largely brown with dark 
streaks. The song is a silvery twittering similar to the songs of the serin and citril finch. 
 
Name: Island Canary (Serinus canaria) 
Order: Passeriformes 
Family: Fringillidae 
Genus: Serinus 
Length: 12.5 cm 
Wingspan: 20ς23 cm 
Weight: 15ς20 g 
Habitat: Wide variety including pine and laurel forests to sand dunes. It is most common in 
semiopen areas with small trees such as orchards and copses. It frequently occurs in man-made 
habitats such as parks and gardens. It is found from sea-level up to at least 760 m in Madeira, 
1,100 m in the Azores and to above 1,500 m in the Canary Islands. 
Distribution: It is endemic to the Canary Islands, Azores and Madeira in the region known as 
Macaronesia in the eastern Atlantic Ocean. In the Canary Islands, it is common on Tenerife, La 
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Gomera, La Palma and El Hierro, but more local on Gran Canaria, and rare on Lanzarote and 
Fuerteventura, where it has only recently begun breeding.The breeding population, which is 
confined to Europe covering an area of 10,500 km2, is estimated to number 20000-100000 breeding 
pairs, equating to 60000-300000 individuals.  
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: No serious threats to the population that may warrant conservation concern, possible 
capture for the pet trade, may pose a threat but birds are predominantly bred in captivity thus 
protecting the wild populations. 
Diet: It typically feeds in flocks, foraging on the ground or amongst low vegetation. It mainly feeds 
on seeds such as those of weeds, grasses and figs. It also feeds on other plant material and small 
insects. 
Life Expectancy: Maximum longevity: 24 years (captivity) 
Did you know?: Canaries were formerly used by miners to warn of dangerous gases, coining the 
term "canary in a coal mine". 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: Serinus canaria. 
Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 26/10/2011. Recommended citation for factsheets for 
more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for birds. Downloaded from 
http://www.birdlife.org on 26/10/2011. 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/carsten1968/3519456443/ 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/carsten1968/3528823465/ 
 
 
The Blue chaffinch (Fringilla teydea) is a species of passerine birds (perching birds or, less accurately, 
songbirds). It comprises of two subspecies, F. t. tydea from Tenerife and F. t. polatzeki from Gran 
Canaria to which they are both endemic. Blue Chaffinches resemble their close relative the 
Chaffinch, but the blue chaffinches are noticeably larger, and have a much thicker bill. They are 
characteristically more uniform in their plumage, and they lack a dark cap. Females are a dull grey-
brown, but can be distinguished from Chaffinches by their weaker wing bars. Breeding males are 
unmistakable, with the namesake largely blue plumage and a grey bill. Their song is shorter and 
weaker than that of the Chaffinch, and the flight call is croakier. 
 
Name: Blue chaffinch (Fringilla teydea) 
Order: Passeriformes 
Family: Fringillidae 
Genus:  Fringilla 
Length: 15 cm 
Wingspan: 25 - 29 cm 
Weight: 20 - 31 g 
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Habitat: Its primary habitat is mountain Canary Island Pine (Pinus canariensis) forest. It is most 
common in coniferous forest areas with dense undergrowth, but it is also found in laurel and pine 
woodland, tree-heath, and scrub. It prefers habitat at around 1100ς2000 m, but it will descend 
lower in severe weather. 
Distribution: Fringilla teydea is found on Tenerife and the subspecies polatzeki occurs on Gran 
Canaria, Canary Islands, Spain. The total population is estimated to be 1,800-2,740 individuals, with 
the majority on Tenerife, and 185-260 individuals on Gran Canaria. 
IUCN Conservation Status: The blue chaffinch is classified as Near Threatened (NT) on the IUCN Red 
List due its limited range and small population. It has been legally protected from hunting, capture, 
trade, egg or chick collection since 1980. Key areas on Gran Canaria have been protected since 1982 
and El Teide forest on Tenerife and six important areas on Gran Canaria were designated as National 
Parks or Natural Areas in 1987. A conservation programme was initiated in 1991 and a captive 
breeding programme began in 1992. An action plan was published in 1996. Monitoring and research 
should be continued and expanded. 
Threats: Protected areas are heavily used for recreation and leisure on Gran Canaria and this may 
cause disturbance. 
Diet: Canary pine seeds constitute its main food source, birds occasionally feed outside pinewoods 
during severe weather. 
Did you know?: This bird is the natural symbol of the island of Tenerife, together with the Canary 
Islands Dragon Tree. 
Further Reading and Resources: Novelguide: Finches -
http://www.novelguide.com/a/discover/grze_11/grze_11_00715.html#Blue_chaffinch 
  

Family: Regulidae - Kinglets or Crests 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/oiseauxnet/3405480406/ 
 

http://www.novelguide.com/a/discover/grze_11/grze_11_00715.html#Blue_chaffinch
http://www.flickr.com/photos/oiseauxnet/3405480406/


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

32 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/26496733@N07/3292760543/ 
 
The Tenerife Goldcrest (Regulus regulus teneriffae) is one of the smallest passerine birds in Europe. 
It is a member if the kinglet family closely resembling the Goldcrest (Regulus regulus) but with a 
broader black band across the forehead, slightly darker underparts and a longer bill. Their Latin 
name, regulus, means "little king" and, because of this, the bird may also be known as a Kinglet. This 
kinglet has greenish upper-parts, whitish under-parts, and has two white wingbars. It has a plain face 
contrasting black irises and a bright head crest, orange and yellow in the male and yellow in the 
female, which is displayed during breeding. It superficially resembles the Firecrest, which largely 
shares its European range. The song is a repetition of high thin notes, which generally gives it away 
when hidden away in dark conifers. The Tenerife Goldcrest is a very tiny and hyperactive bird. It can 
be observed constantly fluttering and flitting through outer canopy, always moving to lower perches, 
changing trees and bushes, with wings and tail flicking because of their tiny size and fast 
metabolism, they have to constantly feed to supplement their expenditure. 
 
Name: Tenerife Goldcrest (Regulus regulus teneriffae) 
Order:  Passeriformes 
Family:  Regulidae 
Genus:  Regulus 
Length: 9 cm 
Wingspan: 14 cm 
Weight: 6 g 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/26496733@N07/3292760543/
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Habitat: It prefers Canary Island Pine forests, but also occurs in Laurisilva (Laurel) forests. 
Distribution: It breeds in the eastern Canary Islands of Tenerife and La Gomera, where it is a non-
migratory resident and endemic species. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats:  Currently no serious threats to populations that may warrant conservation concern. 
Diet: Feeds on tiny morsels like spiders, moth eggs and other small insect food with its thin beak 
which is ideally suited for picking insects out from between pine needles.Young grow quickly with a 
rich diet including insect larvae and small spiders. 
Life Expectancy: Maximum longevity: 7 years (wild) 
Did you know?: Its nest is hammock-shaped, built by both male and female, but predominantly by 
the male. This nest is built on outer branches in coniferous trees. This process may last almost three 
weeks. 
Further Reading and Resources: Avibirds European birdguide online 
Your source to the birds of Europe: Goldcrest (Regulus regulus) - 
http://www.avibirds.com/euhtml/Goldcrest.html 
 

Family: Phylloscopidae - Old world warblers 
 

 
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/0C/0CA67FB0-FDBB-479D-8349-
10206521A873/Presentation.Medium/Canary-Islands-chiffchaff-side-profile.jpg 
 

http://www.avibirds.com/euhtml/Goldcrest.html
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/0C/0CA67FB0-FDBB-479D-8349-10206521A873/Presentation.Medium/Canary-Islands-chiffchaff-side-profile.jpg
http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/0C/0CA67FB0-FDBB-479D-8349-10206521A873/Presentation.Medium/Canary-Islands-chiffchaff-side-profile.jpg
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http://www.africanbirdclub.org/countries/CanaryIslands/images/030911_CI_Chiffchaff3_448.jpg 
 
The Canary Islands Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus canariensis) is a species of leaf warbler endemic to the 
Canary Islands, Spain. Previously the Canary Island Chiffchaff was considered as a subspecies of the 
Common Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita). Now it is recognised as a separate species under the 
name Phylloscopus canariensis due to the presence of its, shorter rounder wings, smaller size size 
and variation in its vocalisations. It is a small olive-brown warbler lacking contrasting features except 
for dark bill, pale eye-ring,dull yellow supercilium and dark legs. It actively flits through trees and 
shrubs, with a distinctive tail-wagging movement. Less bright than the similar willow warbler and 
readily distinguished by its song, from where it gets its name. Picks insects from trees and also flies 
out to snap them up in flight. 
 
Name: Canary Islands Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus canariensis) 
Order:  Passeriformes 
Family:  Sylviidae 
Genus:  Phylloscopus  
Length: 9 ς 11 cm 
Wingspan: 17 ς 20cm  
Weight: 8 ς 10 g 
Habitat: It typically inhabits temperate forest, shrubby vegetation, arable land and is sometimes 
found in rural gardens. 
Distribution: Endemic to the Canary Islands of El Hierro, La Palma, La Gomera, Tenerife and Gran 
Canaria in the Canary Islands, Spain. The breeding population, which is confined to Europe, is 
estimated to number 20000-100000 breeding pairs, equating to 60000-300000 individuals. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 

http://www.africanbirdclub.org/countries/CanaryIslands/images/030911_CI_Chiffchaff3_448.jpg
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Threats: Not currently threatened on a serious level, therefore not warranting any conservation 
concern. 
Diet: Almost wholly insects. Forages mainly high in tree canopy, aslo in bushes and lower down in 
dense thickets. 
Did you know?: Relatives of this bird the western and the now extinct eastern (Phylloscopus 
canariensis exsul) subspecies of the Canary Islands Chiffchaff were formerly considered subspecies of 
the Common Chiffchaff but were separated. 
Further Reading and Resources: Clement, P. & Helbig, A. J. (1998): Taxonomy and identification of 
chiffchaffs in the Western Palearctic. Brit. Birds 91: 361ς376. 
 

Family: Motacillidae - Wagtails, longclaws and pipits 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a6/Motacilla_cinerea_1_Luc_Viatour.jp

g/800px-Motacilla_cinerea_1_Luc_Viatour.jpg 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a6/Motacilla_cinerea_1_Luc_Viatour.jpg/800px-Motacilla_cinerea_1_Luc_Viatour.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a6/Motacilla_cinerea_1_Luc_Viatour.jpg/800px-Motacilla_cinerea_1_Luc_Viatour.jpg
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http://www.digital-nature-photography.com/nature/voegel/grey-wagtail-photos.php 
 
 
The grey wagtail is not as grey as its name suggests, and is in fact quite a colourful bird, to the extent 
of being easily confused with the yellow wagtail. This slim wagtail has a narrow white supercilium 
and a broken eye ring. The upperparts are grey and the yellow vent contrasting with whitish 
underparts makes it distinctive. The breeding male has a black throat that is edged by whitish 
moustachial stripes. They forage singly or in pairs on meadows or on shallow water marshes. They 
also use rocks in water and will often perch on trees. They have a clear sharp call note and the song 
consists of trills 
 
Name: Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea) 
Order: Passeriformes 
Family:  Motacillidae 
Genus:  Motacilla 
Length: 17 - 20 cm 
Wingspan: 26 cm 
Weight: Male weight: 15 - 22 g / Female weight: 14 - 20 g 
Habitat: The grey wagtail is found around fast-flowing mountain streams, often in forested areas, as 
well as lowland watercourses such as canals and rivers. 
Distribution: A widespread species, the grey wagtail is found across much of northern Africa, Europe 
and Asia, ranging from western Europe to the Far East. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: Local populations are vulnerable to extreme weather and can decline rapidly after 
prolonged periods of severe cold weather 
Diet: The grey wagtail feeds mainly on a variety of insects. 
Did you know?: Whilst feeding, the grey wagtail fervently wags its long tail in a territorial display to 
other wagtails that a particular stretch of water is occupied. 

http://www.digital-nature-photography.com/nature/voegel/grey-wagtail-photos.php
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Further Reading and Resources: Royal Society for the Protection of Birds: http://www.rspb.org.uk/ 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/8640089@N06/4669361990/ 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/8640089@N06/4669361990/
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http://www.birdguides.com/iris/pictures.asp?v=1&f=316082 
 
Berthelot's Pipit (Anthus berthelotii) is a small passerine that is named after the French naturalist 
Sabin Berthelot, who, at one time, lived on the Canary Islands. This small, undistinguished bird is 
found not only on the Canary Islands, but also Madeira. It favours open country rather than the pine 
or laurel forests that have come to dominate much of its range. It is an undistinguished looking 
species, mainly grey above and whitish below, with some breast streaking. It has a whitish 
supercilium and eyering, with dark eye and moustachial stripes. The sexes are similar, but juveniles 
are browner than adults. This species appears shorter tailed and larger headed than Meadow Pipit. 
Its call is a "schrip" like Yellow Wagtail, and the song, given in flight, is a chattery "tsivrr tsivrr tsivrr 
tsivrr". 
 
Name: Berthelot's Pipit (Anthus berthelotii) 
Order:  Passeriformes 
Family:  Motacillidae 
Genus:  Anthus 
Length: 13 - 14.5 cm 
Wingspan: 21 ς 24 cm 
Weight: 16 ς 19 g 
Habitat: Mostly island habitats; prefers dry, open areas (including rocky plains and slopes) with 
bushes, grass, and herbaceous vegetation; also open grasslands, cultivation, vine-clad slopes, dunes, 
areas of volcanic rock, and open pine forests. 
Distribution: Anthus berthelotii is endemic to Europe, where its entire global range is confined to the 
Canary Islands and Madeira. Its breeding population is relatively small is estimated to number 
20000-100000 breeding pairs, equating to 60000-300000 individuals. There is no current evidence 
that the current population has declined significantly.  

http://www.birdguides.com/iris/pictures.asp?v=1&f=316082
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IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: Populations on both island groups were stable between 1970-1990, and although their 
trends during 1990-2000 were not known, there was no evidence to suggest that the species 
declined.  
Diet: Eats insects and seeds, foraging on the ground, climbing over small plants. 
Did you know?: Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻƴƻƎŀƳƻǳǎ ōƛǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊŜŜŘǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ nest is female 
built, situated at ground level under low plant, bushes or stone. It is comprised of stems, lined hair, 
wool and feathers forming a comfortable cup for its young. 
Further Reading and Resources: Avibirds European birdguide online: Your source to the birds of 
Europe: Berthelots Pipit (Anthus berthelotii) - 
http://www.avibirds.com/euhtml/Berthelots_Pipit.html 
 

Family: Muscicapidae ς Old world flycatchers 
 

 
www.flickr.com/photos/jjbirder/3658202696/ 
 

http://www.avibirds.com/euhtml/Berthelots_Pipit.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jjbirder/3658202696/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/jjbirder/3657435479/ 
 
The Tenerife robin (Erithacus rubecula superbus) is instantly recognisable due to the rusty-red 
breast; indeed, 'Robin redbreast' and simply 'redbreast' are well-known alternative names. This 
small insectivorous bird was formerly a member of the thrush family and is now considered to be an 
Old world flycatcher. In its large continental Eurasian range, Robins vary in conjunction with its large 
continental range, but do not form discrete populations that might be considered subspecies. The 
most distinct birds are the endemic species of Tenerife (E. r. superbus) and Gran Canaria (E. r. 
marionae) which may be considered distinct species or at least different subspecies.  
 
It is readily distinguished from the European Robin (Erithacus rubecula) by a white eye-ring, an 
intensely coloured breast, and a grey line that separates the orange-red from the brown colouration 
with its belly is being entirely white. The sexes are very similar, but juveniles lack the red breast and 
are mottled with browns and buffs. The robin is one of the few birds to sing throughout the winter; 
its melodious, liquid song is a further feature that has endeared this species to the public. A short 
'tick' call is also produced.  
 
Name: Tenerife Robin (Erithacus rubecula superbus) 
Order:  Passeriformes 
Family:  Muscicapidae 
Genus:  Erithacus  
Length: 12.5 ς 14 cm 
Wingspan: 20 ς 23 cm 
Weight: M/F: 18 g 
Habitat: Occurs in a range of habitats, but typically requires the presence of both dense vegetation 
and open areas. The robin breeds in woodlands, gardens, forest edges, parks, and even city centres. 
Distribution: The Eurasian Robin occurs in Eurasia east to Western Siberia, south to Algeria and on 
the Atlantic islands as far west as the Azores and Madeira and the subspecies E. r. Superbus is 
endemic to Tenerife. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jjbirder/3657435479/
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IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: The robin is not currently considered seriously threatened. 
Diet: It is predominantly insectivorous but also feeds on soft fruit and seeds. 
Life Expectancy: Maximum longevity: 17.2 years. 
Did you know?: Robins are very territorial birds throughout the year; in winter both males and 
females defend their own territory, and males often hold the same territory throughout their lives 
Further Reading and Resources: Encyclopedia of Life (EOL): European Robin (Erithacus rubecula) - 
http://eol.org/pages/1051567/details 
 

Family: Picidae - Woodpeckers, piculets and wrynecks 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/joanroca/5126597394/ 
 

http://eol.org/pages/1051567/details
http://www.flickr.com/photos/joanroca/5126597394/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/joanroca/5126597822/ 
 
This boisterous subspecies of the Great Spotted Woodpecker is endemic to the island of Tenerife 
and exclusively inhabits old pine forest with Pinus canariensis, between 800 and 1,800 m, including 
groves of Lucerne tree Chamaecytisus proliferus and Canary Sticky Broom Adenocarpus foliosus. No 
woodpeckers are present on the other surrounding Canarian Islands, which have natural pine forests 
(i.e., La Palma and El Hierro). It has a very distinctive black and white plumage, a prominent oval-
shaped white patch on each wing, a red patch under the tail; males also have a red patch on the 
nape (rear of the head) whre as the female does not. Juveniles can be identified by their red crown 
or cap atop their heads. The taxon of Tenerife shows a browner frontal band and the underparts are 
considerably browner. Its strong pointed bill is black containing long sticky tongue, to extract insects 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊǾŀŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŀǊƪ ŎǊŜǾƛŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŀǊƪΣ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇŜΦ [ŜƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
zygodactylous feet (Having two toes pointing forward, and two toes pointing backward) are greyish 
black.  
 
When hidden by the foliage, its presence is often betrayed by the mechanical drumming, a vibrating 
rattle, produced by the rapidly repeated blows of its strong bill and reinforced upper jaw that 
absorbs the jolt upon a trunk or branch. During the breeding season it uses drumming during 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/joanroca/5126597822/
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territorial displays. Male and females strike dead branches, giving a series of rapid blows with the bill 
to achieve resonance. The main call is a sharp άkikέ ƻǊ άpikέ which may be repeated.  
 
Name: Tenerife Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major canariensis) 
Order: Piciformes 
Family: Picidae 
Genus: Dendrocopos 
Length: 23 - 26 cm 
Wingspan: 38 - 44 cm 
Weight: 70 - 98 g 
Habitat: The subspecies is very much linked to woodlands of Pinus canariensis, with a preference to 
natural woods with a medium to low pine density (Delgado, 1998). It has also started to colonise 
small areas of afforested Canarian Pine, with a good development and a high density. 
Distribution: The subspecies Dendrocopos major canariensis is only present in Tenerife, Canary 
Isalands. Another Woodpecker subspecies in the Canary Islands is distributed in Gran Canaria Island 
(D.m. thanneri). The species is mainly distributed in the South, Southeast of the island of Tenerife, 
where the best preserve pinewoods, the habitat to which the species is closely linked to, are found. 
Recent data confirm the extension of the species with the colonisation of Los Realejos, La Orotava, 
Candelaria and El Rosario pinewoods. The subspecies is now covering 17 5x5 km units. A higher 
sampling effort resulted in as estimate of 125-166 pairs. 
IUCN Conservation Status: The species Dendrocopos major is listed under Annex II of the Bern 
Convention and Annex II of the National Catalogue of Threatened Species. It is also included, as a 
subspecies (D. m. canariensis), in Annex I of the Birds Directive. Furthermore, the subspecies is 
ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀǊƛŜǎΩ wŜŘ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ Terrestrial Vertebrates. The subspecies seems to 
be in a favourable conservation status with a positive population trend. Recent studies show the 
expansion of the species to new areas and a clear increase of the population. Furthermore, most of 
the pinewoods of the Tenerife island are protected, indicating the possible increase or at least 
stability of the population of the Tenerife Great Spotted Woodpecker. 
Threats: Habitat destruction given the intensive forestry undertaken in the Tenerife pine woodlands, 
mainly for coal, firewood, material for shipping and building. Loss of suitable nesting sites due to low 
scarceness of deadwood thought to come about because of prevalent forest fires. Illegal hunting and 
scientific collection is a current problem. 
Diet: Feeds on seeds, invertebrates, and occasionally bird eggs and nestlings. It often extracts seeds 
from kernels by wedging them in crevices in tree bark, which act as 'anvils'; a pile of cones often 
builds up under these anvils, betraying their presence 
Did you know?: Each drum this woodpecker can include 16 blows in less than a second. 
Further Reading and Resources: Management Statement Tenerife Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Dendrocopos major canariensis, Final Draft, December 1999, Prepared by BirdLife International on 
behalf of the European Commission - 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/dendrocopos_
major_canariensis.pdf 
 

Family: Laniidae - Shrikes 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/dendrocopos_major_canariensis.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/action_plans/docs/dendrocopos_major_canariensis.pdf
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/56541100@N00/2687257976/ 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/56541100@N00/4015017746/ 
 
The Southern Grey Shrike (Lanius meridionalis) and Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) are now 
recognised as completely different species. Not only do they differ in some plumage details, but also 
in size, voice, behaviour and favoured habitat. The southern grey shrike is slightly smaller and darker 
plumage preferring dry open country in comparison to its relative. It has a larger tarsi and a more 
powerful beak than lanius excubitor. It has a darker back with a brownish tinge in nape and crown. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/56541100@N00/2687257976/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/56541100@N00/4015017746/

