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Birds of Vietnam 
 
Introduction 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam or Vietnam as it is commonly referred to as, is located in Southeast 
Asia. It is the easternmost nation on the Indochina Peninsula. On its east it is bordered by the South 
China Sea, on its southwest it is bordered by Cambodia, on its northwest it shares border with Laos 
and it has China on its north. With a population of about eighty-six million people, Vietnam is 
considered to be the 13th most populated nation in the world. There are fifty-eight provinces in the 
country and these provinces are further divided in to townships, counties and provincial 
municipalities. 
 
Country or region: Vietnam  
Number of species: 842 
Number of endemics: 18 
Number of globally threatened species: 43 
Number of introduced species: 3 
 
 
Avibase - Bird Checklists of the World 
Bird Checklists of the World is part of Avibase and Bird links to the World, which are designed and 
maintained by Denis Lepage, and hosted by Bird Studies Canada, which is a co-partner of Birdlife 
International. 
 
Lepage, D. 2011. Checklist of the birds of Philippines. Avibase, the world bird database. Retrieved 
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=vn&list=ioc&lang=EN on 23/10/2011. 
 

http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=vn&list=ioc&lang=EN
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http://www.ezilon.com/maps/asia/vietnam-physical-maps.html 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e2/Spot-
billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg/800px-
Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg 
 
The Spot-billed Pelican or Grey Pelican (Pelecanus philippensis) is a relatively small in comparison to 
other species of pelican but is still a large bird. It is has a relatively dull plumage with a spotted bill 
and pouch. Dusky, tufted hindcrown and hindneck, bluish lores, mostly pinkish upper mandible and 
pale flight feathers from below. Similar spp. Dalmatian Pelican P. crispus is larger, brighter white 
with orange pouch and bushy, curly crest. Juvenile Great White Pelican P. onocrotalus is larger with 
darker head, neck and upperparts, paler lores. The newly hatched young are covered in white down. 
They then moult into a greyish speckled plumage. The spots on the bill appear only after a year. The 
full adult breeding plumage appears in their third year. They are very silent although at their nests 
they can make hisses, grunts or snap their bills. 
 
The spot-billed pelican is protected by law in India, Sri Lanka, China, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia 
and Laos. A number of the key breeding sites are also protected; particularly in India and the Tonle 
Sap Biosphere Reserve in Cambodia, which encompasses the important Prek Toal and Moat 
Khla/Boeng Chhma breeding sites. A community-based project has sprung up around the breeding 
site at Kokkare Bellur in India. The Mysore Amateur Naturalists (MAN) was established in order to 
protect the pelicans that breed in the area and concentrates on the involvement and education of 
local communities, who historically have close ties with these birds. 
 
Name: Spot-billed pelican (Pelecanus philippensis) 
Order: Pelecaniformes 
Family: Pelecanidae 
Genus:  Pelecanus 
Length: 127 ς 140 cm 
Wingspan: (DD) 
Weight: 4100 ς 6000 g 
Habitat: These birds inhabit a variety of wetlands, from freshwater to saline, in open or forested 
areas. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e2/Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg/800px-Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e2/Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg/800px-Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e2/Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg/800px-Spot-billed_Pelican_%28Pelecanus_philippensis%29_in_Uppalapadu%2C_AP_W_IMG_3330.jpg
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Distribution: Previously common and widespread in Asia, the spot-billed pelican was known from 
Pakistan to Vietnam. Over the 20th century however, this species has suffered a dramatic decline 
and breeding populations are today confined to India, Sri Lanka and Cambodia consituting 13,000 - 
18,000 mature individuals with a range of 181,000 km2 
IUCN Conservation Status: Near Threatened (NT) The species declined rapidly during the 20th 
century, but in recent years these declines appear to have stabilised, with at least some populations 
apparently now increasing in response to improved protection. The global population is suspected to 
have undergone a moderately rapid decline over the last three generations.  
Threats: The loss of the spot-billed pelican from much of its former range has been attributed to 
habitat destruction. Wetlands are notoriously fragile, threatened ecosystems and in addition, these 
birds require forest habitat for breeding which is also threatened by logging practices and the 
conversion of the land to agriculture and development. 
Diet: Like most other pelicans, it catches fish in its huge bill pouch while swimming at the surface. 
Unlike the Great White Pelican it does not form large feeding flocks and is usually found to fish singly 
or in small flocks. Groups may however sometimes line up and drive fish towards the shallows.  
Did you know?: This species was once used by fishermen in parts of eastern Bengal as decoys for 
certain fish. These fishermen believed that an oily secretion from the bird attracted certain fish such 
as Colisa and Anabas. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet: 
Pelecanus philippensis. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife .org on 28/10/2011. Recommended 
citation for factsheets for more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for 
birds. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 28/10/2011. 
 

 

http://www.birdlife.org/
http://www.birdlife.org/
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http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/85/85D5F4AD-331F-4AE4-8370-
D2580D4B0867/Presentation.Large/Male-Christmas-frigatebird-displaying.jpg 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/panther150/5890594950/ 
 
The Christmas Frigatebird or Christmas Island Frigatebird (Fregata andrewsi) is endemic to the 
Christmas Islands in the Indian Ocean. Like other frigatebirds, this species does not walk or swim, but 
is a very aerial bird which obtains its food by picking up live prey items from beaches or the water 
surface, and the aerial piracy of other birds. It is a sizeable bird, mostly black, fork-tailed seabird with 
white belly and pale bar on upperwings. Adult male has red gular pouch and small white belly patch; 
long, dark grey, hooked bill. Adult female has black head, throat and spur on sides of upper breast 
and white collar, breast, belly and spur onto axillaries. Pink bill and red orbital ring. Males begin their 
mating displays in late December, inflating their scarlet throat pouches during courtship. It is only 
capable of raising a maximum of one fledgling every two years thus exacerbating its hope in boosting 
numbers of its small threatened population. 
 
Name: Christmas frigatebird (Fregata andrewsi) 
Order:  Pelecaniformes 
Family: Fregatidae 
Genus:  Fregata 
Length: 89 - 100 cm 
Wingspan: 182 ς 240 cm 
Weight: (DD) 
Habitat: Although these birds do not settle on the water, they inhabit the open ocean, returning to 
land only to roost and breed. Both nesting and roosting occur on a small area of Christmas Island, in 

http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/85/85D5F4AD-331F-4AE4-8370-D2580D4B0867/Presentation.Large/Male-Christmas-frigatebird-displaying.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/85/85D5F4AD-331F-4AE4-8370-D2580D4B0867/Presentation.Large/Male-Christmas-frigatebird-displaying.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/panther150/5890594950/
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tall forest close to the shore. Nesting sites are preferentially in the lee of the prevailing southeast 
winds. 
Distribution: his species is endemic as a breeding species to Christmas Island. When not breeding 
the species ranges widely across the seas of South-East Asia to Indochina and south to northern 
Australia. The most recent population census indicates a population of 2,400-4,800 mature 
individuals spanning a range of 3,610,000 km2. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Critically Endangered (CR) and listed on Appendix I of CITES. This species 
has a small population which breeds within a tiny Area of Occupancy on just one island, and which is 
continuing to decline. For these reasons it is listed as Critically Endangered. 
Threats: Habitat destruction and human predation have been the major causes of population 
decline in the past; dust pollution from phosphate mine driers caused one major nesting site to be 
abandoned. Dust suppression equipment has since been installed and human predation has ceased 
since this species has been protected The Christmas frigatebird is confined to a few breeding 
colonies on a single island and this, together with their low reproductive rate, makes the population 
alarmingly vulnerable to any chance event. 
Diet: It forages for flying fish, squid and other marine creatures, and is largely dependent on 
subsurface predators to drive prey to the surface. Most food is captured by plucking it from the sea 
surface while on the wing, but it is also an accomplished aerial kleptoparasite (gains either by 
obtaining prey or other objects that it could not obtain itself, or by saving the time and effort 
required to obtain it.). 
Did you know?: It is estimated that the population of this species will decline by 80 percent in the 
next 30 years due to predation of the young by the introduced yellow crazy ant (Anoplolepis 
gracilipes), which has devastated the wildlife of the island, and has also killed 10ς20 million 
Christmas Island red crabs. 
Further Reading and Resources: ARKive - See this species on Google Earth: 
http://www.arkive.org/christmas-frigatebird/fregata-andrewsi/where-it-lives.html#text=Range 
 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ajhaverkamp/4696567559/ 

http://www.arkive.org/christmas-frigatebird/fregata-andrewsi/where-it-lives.html#text=Range
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ajhaverkamp/4696567559/
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http://www.mangoverde.com/wbg/images/00000023045.jpgv 
 
With its striking, bare, red head and jet-black body, the red-headed vulture is unmistakable among 
vulture species. This medium-sized raptor, is the only member of the genus Sarcogyps. It has a 
predominantly black plumage. The black body shows white patches on the flanks above the thighs, 
with bare red patches in the middle of each white patch. Both the head and legs are dark red and 
the neck is flanked by two broad, red folds of skin known as lappets. The black-feathered body is 
characterised by white patches on the flanks above the thighs, bare red patches either side of the 
crop and tapering wings. The strong bill used for ripping flesh is black with red cere. The eyes are 
yellowish to white in male. Legs and feet are deep red. Both sexes are similar, but the female has 
dark brown eyes. The juvenile has dark brown plumage with pale-edged feathers. The eyes are dark 
brown. The bare parts are duller than in adults. The Red-headed Vulture only utters grunts, croaks 
and hisses, especially around the carcasses. 
 
Unlike most of the larger species of vulture, the red-headed vulture does not live in large groups and 
is most often found solitary or in a breeding pair. Courtship in this species is particularly acrobatic, 
with both the male and the female engaging in soaring and dramatic mutual cartwheeling displays. 
Once established, a breeding pair will actively exclude other red-headed vultures from their 
territory. 
 
Name: Red-headed vulture (Sarcogyps calvus) 
Order:  Falconiformes 
Family: Accipitridae 
Genus:  Sarcogyps 

http://www.mangoverde.com/wbg/images/00000023045.jpgv
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Length: 76 ς 84 cm 
Wingspan: 220 - 230 cm 
Weight: 36 ς 54 kg 
Habitat: The red-headed vulture is found in a wide variety of habitats from open countryside and 
savanna to dry deciduous forest and wooded hills up to 2,000 metres. This vulture can also be found 
near to human settlements, which provide good sources of carrion. 
Distribution: It is sparsely distributed throughout most of India and remains fairly common in the 
west Himalayan foothills; although, it is rare or absent in some areas such as the north-eastern 
states of India and Gujarat. It formerly occurred in Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore but now 
appears to be absent. In southern China its presence has not been recorded since the 1960s, and it is 
nearly extinct in Thailand. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Critically Endangered (CR) on the IUCN Red List and listed on Appendix II 
of CITES. It consists of 2,500-9,999 mature individuals spanning a range of 3,690,000 km2. 
Threats: The likely cause of its massive loss is the consumption of livestock treated with the 
veterinary drug diclofenac. The drug, which causes kidney failure in vultures, has received 
widespread attention in recent years, as it has been shown to be responsible for the huge declines in 
populations of vultures of the genus gyps. Another contributing factor is the fall in populations of 
large ungulates as a result of uncontrolled hunting, disease, direct persecution of the birds, and 
developments in waste disposal meaning that carcasses were more likely to be quickly disposed of in 
areas of human habitation. 
Diet: Vultures are notorious for their diet of carrion, and the red-headed vulture is no exception. It 
will feed on the carcasses of a variety of species including large ungulates (Hoofed, grazing 
mammals), birds, turtles and fish. The red-headed vulture can often be found amongst the 
congregations of various vulture species that form around larger carcasses. Red-headed vultures will 
also steal food from other vulture species. 
Did you know?: ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǾǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƛǊ 
that are formed on the ground through the warming of the surface by sunlight. By flying in a 
spiraling circular path within these columns of rising air, birds are able to "ride" the air currents and 
climb to higher altitudes while expending very little energy in the process. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife Preventing Extinctions Programme:  
www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/species_champions/index.html 
 

http://www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/species_champions/index.html
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/naturesmartimages/5466684515/ 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/naturesmartimages/5466684515/


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

11 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/falconquester/5221987174/ 
 
One of the fastest species in the world, the peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) may reach speeds of 
up to 250 kilometres per hour (155 miles per hour) or more when diving in pursuit of prey. It is also 
one of the most widely distributed of all birds, and shows considerable variation in size and 
colouration across its extensive range, with 19 subspecies recognised. A fairly large, stocky falcon, 
with pointed wings and a relatively short, square tail, the peregrine falcon typically has a bluish-grey 
crown and upperparts, and whitish, greyish or reddish-brown underparts, with a variable amount of 
dark spotting and barring. The underwing and tail are also barred, and the pale throat and cheeks 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘΣ ŘŀǊƪ ΨƳƻǳǎǘŀŎƘŜΩ ǎǘǊƛǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎƛŀƭ ǎƪƛƴ ŀƴd legs of the peregrine falcon are 
yellow to orange, and the beak is bluish, tinged yellow at the base and black at the tip. The female 
peregrine falcon is up to 20 percent larger than the male, and usually has more heavily marked 
underparts. Juveniles can be distinguished by the browner plumage, streaked rather than barred 
underparts, and blue-grey or greenish legs and facial skin. The peregrine falcon has a variety of calls, 
including a loud, harsh, persistent chatter, used against intruders. 
 
The peregriƴŜ ŦŀƭŎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜȅ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-air, although some may be taken from the 
ground or from water. The peregrine falcon is fast and agile in flight, and typically either chases prey 
at great speed, to exhaust it, or attacks it in a steep, spectacular ŘƛǾŜΣ ƻǊ ΨǎǘƻƻǇΩΦ 
 
Name: Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) 
Order: Falconiformes 
Family: Falconidae 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/falconquester/5221987174/
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Genus:  Falco 
Length: 34 - 58 cm 
Wingspan: 80 - 120 cm 
Weight: 550 - 1500 g  
Habitat: The peregrine falcon inhabits a diverse range of habitats, from cold tundra to hot deserts 
and tropics, and from oceanic islands, to forests, wetlands, savannah and mountains. It is also 
increasingly using urban habitats, and is absent only from parts of the Amazon Basin, Sahara Desert, 
most of the steppes of central and eastern Asia, and Antarctica. 
Distribution: The peregrine falcon has a worldwide distribution, occurring on every continent except 
Antarctic, with most northern populations undergoing long-distance migrations to winter further 
south.  
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: Underwent serious population declines between the 1940s and 1970s as a result of the 
widespread use of organochlorine pesticides such as DDT through bioaccumulation (The 
accumulation of a substance, such as a toxic chemical, in various tissues of a living organism). Illegal 
persecution is still sadly ongoing in many areas. In addition, the species has long been used 
extensively for falconry, although the impacts of this are debated. 
Diet: The peregrine falcon feeds mainly on birds, as well as some mammals, such as bats, rabbits and 
rodents, and occasionally insects, reptiles and fish. Although a wide variety of bird prey is taken, up 
to the size of small geese, the peregrine falcon often specialises locally on particular groups or 
species, most notably pigeons and doves. 
Did you know?: The naƳŜ ΨǇŜǊŜƎǊƛƴŜΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨǿŀƴŘŜǊŜǊΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ 
Further Reading and Resources: The Peregrine Fund:  
http://www.peregrinefund.org/default.asp 
 

http://www.peregrinefund.org/default.asp
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http://www.thailandviews.com/gallery/albums/userpics/10001/Heart-spotted_Woodpecker.jpg 
 
The Heart-spotted Woodpecker (Hemicircus canente) is a species of bird in the woodpecker family 
Picidae. has its home in moist deciduous type forests of South-east Asia. They have a contrasting 

http://www.thailandviews.com/gallery/albums/userpics/10001/Heart-spotted_Woodpecker.jpg
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black and white pattern, a distinctively stubby body with a large wedge-shaped head making them 
easy to identify. It is a small, uniquely shaped, black and buff woodpecker with a large crest making 
the head look large in comparison its short body and tail. Both males and females are predominantly 
black with heart-shaped black spots on white shoulders with broad white scapular patches and 
barring of flight feathers. 
 
These woodpeckers forage in pairs, sometimes joining mixed-species foraging flocks. They fly from 
tree to tree in a sharply bounding flight giving a head-heavy appearance. They forage on thin 
branches and call often. They feed mainly on insects under bark but have been known to peck the 
pods of Cassia fistula to obtain insect larvae. The calls include a sharp twee-twee-twee (duet call) 
sometimes leading to a trill of several notes. They drum infrequently during the breeding season, 
mainly during winter and before the Monsoons. 
 
Name: Heart-spotted Woodpecker (Hemicircus canente) 
Order: Piciformes 
Family:  Picidae 
Genus:  Hemicircus  
Length: 23cm 
Wingspan: 39 cm 
Weight: 90 ς 130g 
Habitat: Subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests. 
DistributionThey are found in the Himalayan forests of India, Bangladesh and extend into Myanmar, 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least concern (LC) The global population size has not been quantified, 
but the species is reported to be sparsely distributed and locally frequent. This species has a very 
large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size 
criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or fluctuating range size, 
habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe fragmentation). 
Threats: Conversion of forest into tea and coffee estates, several large plantations, pesticide run-off 
and human-wildlife conflict. 
Diet: They forage on thin branches and call often. They feed mainly on insects under bark but have 
been known to peck the pods of Golden Shower Tree(Cassia fistula)to obtain insect larvae. 
Did you know?: A tuft of feathers on the back are specialized and are lipid rich which causes the 
feathers to stick together in preserved specimens. These special feathers or "fat quills" sometimes 
make the rump feathers appear buff and may be a form of "cosmetic colouration" and the secretion 
is said to have a pleasant smell but the functional significance is unknown. 
Further Reading and Resources: Forest Birds - Heart-spotted Woodpecker, Western Ghats, India:  
http://prasanbirds.blogspot.com/2011/09/heart-spotted-woodpecker-western-ghats.html 
 

http://prasanbirds.blogspot.com/2011/09/heart-spotted-woodpecker-western-ghats.html


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

16 
 

 
http://www.yun.com/mid/yun_5673.jpg 
 

http://www.yun.com/mid/yun_5673.jpg


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

17 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/36917655@N08/4386038932/in/photostream/ 
 
¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜ ƻǊ ±ƻ vǳȅΩǎ ǇƘŜŀǎŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ-known pheasant with an alarmingly small 
distribution, being endemic to Vietnam. The species was only discovered in 1964 and officially 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ мфтрΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ǇƘŜŀǎŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǇǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ 
pheasant (Lophura edwardsi). Both species are seriously threatened in the wild by the relentless 
destruction of their forest habitat. Blue-black pheasant (male) with short, shaggy white crest, red 
facial skin and white central tail feathers. Female uniform cold greyish-brown with warmer tinged 
wings and blackish tail with brown central tail feathers. Similar species include the Edwards's 
Pheasant L. edwardsi, but males have variable number of white central tail feathers. Female not 
obviously distinguishable from L. edwardsi. Vietnamese pheasant chicks have yellow and brown 
downy ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ΨǇǊŜŎƻŎƛŀƭΩ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǘŎƘ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to run around and forage for themselves. Lǘǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ŝƴǘŀƛƭǎ ŀ ǎǳōŘǳŜŘ ŀƭŀǊƳ ŎŀƭƭΤ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ άpuk puk puk 
Ǉǳƪ Ǉǳƪέ. 
 
Name: Vietnamese Pheasant (Lophura hatinhensis) 
Order: Galliformes 
Family: Phasianidae 
Genus:  Lophura 
Length: 58 - 65 cm 
Wingspan: (DD) 
Weight:  800 ς 1000 g 
Habitat: It inhabits primary and secondary (including logged) evergreen forest in lowlands and hills 
from sea-level (at least historically) to c.300 m. It may tolerate habitat degradation, but is apparently 
far more common in closed-canopy forest, and has been trapped in dense streamside vegetation. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/36917655@N08/4386038932/in/photostream/
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Distribution: The Vietnam pheasant is endemic to central Vietnam, where it was discovered in 1964. 
Wild Vietnamese pheasants are only known from a tiny region of secondary lowland forest in central 
Vietnam, called the Annamese lowlands, at an altitude of 30-300m (985-9850ft). Its global 
population has been estimated at <2,500 individuals with a distribution size spanning 2,900 km2.  
IUCN Conservation Status: Endangered (EN) This pheasant has a very small and severely fragmented 
range and population, which are continuing to decline owing to destruction of its specialised lowland 
forest habitat and high levels of hunting. These factors currently combine to qualify it as 
Endangered. If habitat loss and hunting continue, it may require uplisting to Critically Endangered in 
the very near future. 
Threats: Commercial logging and the use of defoliants such as the deaŘƭȅ Ψ!ƎŜƴǘ hǊŀƴƎŜΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ²ŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ 
have now been almost entirely replaced by agriculture ς mainly rice paddies. Indeed, up until 1996 
9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ǇƘŜŀǎŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎidered extinct in the wild following this devastation. The pheasants 
are still threatened by illegal logging, hunting and disturbance caused by the distillation of oils from 
timber in the forest. 
Diet: This secretive pheasant has rarely been observed in thŜ ǿƛƭŘΣ ŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ōƻǘƘ 
species are known to eat a variety of grain / seeds, other plant material and insects. In captivity they 
are given nutritionally balanced commercial pheasant pellets, insects and occasionally greens, such 
as lettuce. 
Did you know?: The pheasants are kept in thickly planted aviaries, to mimic their native forest 
habitat, and they very often make the most of this cover and skulk in the shadows. Very little is 
currently known about these species, therefore in captivity after enough pheasants (a minimum of 3 
ǇŀƛǊǎύΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ 
pheasants. This work will be a very valuable addition to the knowledge of these poorly known 
species. 
Further Reading and Resources: Aviculture & Conservation of Galliformes (Game Birds) -  
http://www.gbwf.org/pheasants/hatinhensis.html 
 
 

Family: Anatidae - Ducks, geese and swans 

http://www.gbwf.org/pheasants/hatinhensis.html


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

19 
 

 
http://cy.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delwedd:Aythya-fuligula_Tufted-Duck.jpg 
 

http://cy.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delwedd:Aythya-fuligula_Tufted-Duck.jpg
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/jcmurphy/3595687677/ 
 
Tufted ducks (Aythya fuligula) are, indeed, tufted, although the drake has a more prominent crest 
than the female (duck). The specific scientific name, fuligula may derive from the Latin word fuligo 
meaning soot, and drakes have glossy black plumage on their head, breast and back. In contrast, the 
side and belly have a conspicuous white band but despite this distinctive uniform, tufted ducks can 
be mistaken for other species such as scaup (Aythya marila) and the vagrant ring-necked duck 
(Aythya collaris) from North America. Like the tufted duck, these birds also have a grey bill with a 
black tip. 
 
Name: Tufted Duck (Aythya-fuligula) 
Order: Anseriformes 
Family:  Anatidae  
Genus: Aythya 
Length: 39ς46 cm 
Wingspan: 62ς63 cm 
Weight: 490ς910 g 
Habitat: There are few bodies of open water which do not contain a population of tufted ducks. 
They can be found on large lakes, flooded gravel pits and even city park lakes provided there are 
islands on which they can nest. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jcmurphy/3595687677/
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Distribution: Tufted ducks range across nearly all of Europe and the UK and there are resident 
breeding populations in Britain, northern France, Germany and Poland. Migrant populations extend 
well into Scandinavia, Russia and across Siberia to China. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: The tufted duck is a reasonably common species in the UK, with a breeding population 
thought to number around 8000 pairs. Wintering birds increase this figure to nearly 70,000 
individuals and, across Europe and Russia, numbers may be as high as one million. 
Diet: These birds feed mainly by diving, but they will dabble. They eat molluscs, aquatic insects and 
some plants and sometimes feed at night. 
Did you know?: Tufted ducks are known to hybridise with scaup (Aythya marila) and the vagrant 
ring-necked duck (Aythya collaris), leading to offspring that can resemble both parents at a distance. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (2004). Aythya fuligula. 2006. IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species. IUCN 2006. www.iucnredlist.org. Retrieved on 11 May 2006. Database entry 
includes justification for why this species is of least concern 
 

Family: Threskiornithidae - Wading birds comprising of two 
subfamilies, the ibises and the spoonbills. 
 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Plegadis_falcinellus_%28aka%29_background_blurred.jpg 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Plegadis_falcinellus_%28aka%29_background_blurred.jpg
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/dpfunsun/2913716662/ 
 
With its long, slender, down-curved bill and magnificent plumage, the glossy ibis is a striking wading 
bird. Its Latin name, Plegadis falcinellus, refers to its distinctive bill ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨǎŎȅǘƘŜΩ ƻǊ ΨǎƛŎƪƭŜΩ, 
while its dark colouration has earned it the alternative (but inaccurate) ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨōƭŀŎƪ 
ŎǳǊƭŜǿΩ. In breeding plumage, the glossy ibis is rich chestnut on the head, neck, upper back and 
underparts, while the feathers of the lower back, wings and tail have a green, purple and bronze 
metallic sheen. The legs are generally dark brown to olive-grey, and the bill is usually grey or 
brownish 
 
Name: Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 
Order: Ciconiiformes 
Family: Threskiornithidae 
Genus:  Plegadis 
Length: 48 - 66 cm 
Wingspan: 80 - 95 cm  
Weight: 485 - 580 g 
Habitat: Inland wetland habitats such as shallow lakes, swamps and marshes, ponds, rivers, 
floodplains, wet meadows and irrigated agricultural fields, as well as occasionally using coastal 
lagoons, mudflats and estuaries. 
Distribution: The most widespread of all ibis species, the glossy ibis is found in North, South and 
Central America, the Greater Antilles, southern Europe, Africa, Asia, India, and Australia. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: Although the glossy ibis is not currently considered threatened, it is likely to be affected by 
habitat destruction and degradation, human disturbance, hunting, pesticide use and diseases such 
as avian influenza.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dpfunsun/2913716662/
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Diet: The glossy ibis has a broad diet, which varies seasonally. It generally feeds on the adults and 
larvae of various insects, as well as molluscs and crustaceans, but small vertebrates, such as fish, 
frogs, lizards and small snakes. 
Did you know?: Sounds made by this rather quiet ibis include a variety of croaks and grunts, 
including a hoarse grrrr made when breeding. 
Further Reading and Resources: BirdLife International (December, 2010)  
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3777 
 

Family - Ardeidae - Herons 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/24580998@N08/5767312120/ 
 

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3777
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/24580998@N08/4418665061/ 
 
The grey heron (Ardea cinerea) is the largest heron in Europe. It has a long neck, a strong, dagger-
like bill and long yellow legs. In flight, the neck is folded back, and the wings are bowed. In adults, 
the forehead, sides of the head and the centre of the crown are white, whereas in juveniles these 
are greyish. The sexes are similar in appearance with few distinctively different traits. Feeding areas 
are often vigorously defended against foreign intruders. It breeds either solitarily or in colonies, 
called heronries, in woodland close to water. The heronries are usually traditional sites used by 
successive generations. 
 
Name: Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
Order: Ciconiiformes 
Family: Ardeidae 
Genus:  Ardea 
Length: 84-102 cm (with neck extended) 
Wingspan: 155-175 cm 
Weight: M/F: 1.5 kg 
Habitat: Grey Heron may live in several kinds of habitats with shallow fresh, brackish or salt water. 
Inland, it is often seen near rivers, lakes, marshes and rice fields. Along the coast, it inhabits 
estuaries, mangroves and tidal mudflats. 
Distribution: 790,000 - 3,700,000 mature individuals; common and widespread throughout Britain. 
The grey heron is known throughout most of temperate Europe, and extends through Russia as far 
east as Japan. It reaches south through China to India, and is also found in parts of Africa, and in 
Madagascar. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: In Europe the species was heavily persecuted in the nineteenth century due to its 
consumption of fish, which resulted in competition with fishermen and fish farmers. Although killing 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/24580998@N08/4418665061/
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at aquaculture farms has not reduced the global population considerably so far. The species is also 
susceptible to avian influenza and avian botulism which enters the circulatory system through open, 
and exposed wounds; so they may be threatened by future outbreaks of these diseases. 
Furthermore the species is hunted and traded at traditional medicine markets in Nigeria. 
Diet: The grey heron feeds mainly on fish, which it hunts by patiently standing completely still at the 
side of the water, and striking rapidly when a fish comes into range. The prey is caught in the bill or 
speared. Its diet also consists of amphibians, small mammals, birds and invertebrates. 
Life expectancy: 5 years. 
Did you know?: In the 16th/17th Century hunting herons with Peregrines was high sport and kings 
identified 'their' birds by means of metal leg rings, in Scotland being caught poaching could mean 
losing a hand. 
Further Reading and Resources: Mullarney, K., Svensson, L., Zetterstrom, D., & Grant, P.J. (1999) 
Collins Bird Guide. HarperCollins Publishers Ltd, London. 
 
 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lipkee/1888802747/ 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lipkee/1888802747/


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

26 
 

 
http://schoolnet.gov.mt/tanti/Birds20.html 
 
This striking and elegant member of the heron family can be identified by its pure white feathers; 
elongated, sinuous neck; long, black legs and dark, stabbing bill. The little egret is an opportunistic 
hunter, feeding mainly during the day whilst walking through shallow, open water, stabbing prey 
with its bill. It is highly dependent on visual cues when hunting and therefore its feeding is highly 
affected if the water is not clear. 
 
Name: Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) 
Order:  Ciconiiformes 
Family: Ardeidae 
Genus:  Egretta 
Length: 64 cm 
Wingspan: 88 - 106 cm 
Weight: 300 g 
Habitat: The little egret is never far from water and is usually found in large wetland areas, typically 
on mudflats and marshland, but it can also be found hunting in tidal estuaries or small streams. It 
usually nests in bushes, trees, marshes, swamps, dry open country, woods and on sea cliffs 
Distribution: The little egret is a widespread species and can be found throughout southern Europe, 
southern Asia and Africa. Smaller populations can also be found in Australia. 
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: the gradual destruction of its wetland habitat for farming and avian influenza; little egret 
populations suffered with a recent outbreak and any future outbreaks could put a severe dent in its 
numbers. However, a far more pressing issue is the use of chemicals in intensive farming, as the little 
ŜƎǊŜǘΩǎ ŘƛŜǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻf freshwater fish which may contain the poisonous chemicals there is a 
high risk of bioaccumulation and consequent absorption through the food chain. 

http://schoolnet.gov.mt/tanti/Birds20.html
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Diet: It feeds primarily on small fish, which are usually around 1 to 6 centimetres in length, but 
bivalves (marine and freshwater molluscs), crustaceans, and other invertebrates are also consumed. 
Did you know?: In the 19th century, many species of egret and heron were hunted for their plumage 
feathers, which were used for decorating hats. 
Further Reading and Resources: British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 
http://blx1.bto.org/birdfacts/results/bob1190.htm 
 

Family: Rallidae - Rails, coots, crakes, and gallinules 

 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Common_Moorhen_%28Gallinula_chloropus%29_in_a_Nelumbo_
nucifera_%28Indian_Lotus%29_pond_W_IMG_8779.jpg 
 

http://blx1.bto.org/birdfacts/results/bob1190.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Common_Moorhen_%28Gallinula_chloropus%29_in_a_Nelumbo_nucifera_%28Indian_Lotus%29_pond_W_IMG_8779.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Common_Moorhen_%28Gallinula_chloropus%29_in_a_Nelumbo_nucifera_%28Indian_Lotus%29_pond_W_IMG_8779.jpg


AWF  Lewis Gospel 

28 
 

 
http://freeimagefinder.com/detail/4842364383.html 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƳƻƻǊƘŜƴ ƛǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
many wetlands across the globe. It is easily recognised by its vivid red shield and short, yellow bill, 
which sits in stark contrast to dark-coloured plumage. From a distance the plump body appears bold 
black, but upon closer inspection it is a more attractive olive-brown on the back, head and on its 
short wings, and grey on the underparts. The short legs and the long, fully-webbed toes are bright 
yellow-green to yellow, and a white trim around the underside of the short tail is visible when the 
bird flicks its tail upwards. The male and female adult birds are similar in appearance, although the 
female is typically slightly larger, but the juvenile bird has a brown to grey crown, neck and back, 
while the underparts are paler than those of the adult bird, with a whitish throat and belly. 
 
The common moorhen is an extremely vocal bird capable of producing a number of bizarre, 
distinctive sounds, including a variety of clucks and chattering calls. The common moorhen obtains 
its food from the water surface when swimming or when walking on emergent vegetation, although 
it will occasionally dive or dip the bill under the water to upturn floating leaves and feed on any 
attached invertebrates. When startled, the common moorhen usually takes cover in dense 
vegetation instead of fleeing, but on occasions when it does take to the air, its flight is short and 
laboured, with the legs dangling ungainly from the body 
 
Name: Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) 
Order:  Gruiformes 
Family:  Rallidae 
Genus: Gallinula 
Length: 30 - 38 cm 
Wingspan: 50 - 55 cm 
Weight: Male weight: 249 - 493 g / Female weight: 192 - 343 g 

http://freeimagefinder.com/detail/4842364383.html
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Habitat: The common moorhen is an extremely versatile species capable of occupying a diversity of 
freshwater habitats, including slow-flowing rivers, lakes, streams, canals, ditches, swamps, marshes 
and flood-plains. 
Distribution: The common moorhen has one of the largest ranges of any bird species, occurring on 
every continent except for Australasia and Antarctica, although it is just an occasional visitor to 
Svalbard in the Arctic. It is found as far afield as remote islands in the Pacific, such as the Hawaiian 
and Galapagos Islands. Its wide range comes part in part with its huge abundance; with a global 
population that likely numbers 7,000,000 individuals.  
IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concern (LC) 
Threats: As a supreme opportunist capable of occupying a diversity of freshwater habitats, in many 
places human-modification of the landscape to create reservoirs and artificial wetlands has actually 
increased the amount of habitat available to the common moorhen. Today, there are not thought to 
be any major threats to the common moorhen, although it is susceptible to avian influenza and 
avian botulism. In the UK, it is also vulnerable to predation by introduced mink, while on the 
Hawaiian Islands it is predated by feral dogs, cats and mongoose, and exotic plants have degraded its 
habitat 
Diet: A superb opportunist, the omnivorous common moorhen will feed on almost anything 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘΣ ŜŀǊǘƘǿƻǊƳǎΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ōƛǊŘǎΩ 
eggs. Typically, it feeds alone, but occasionally groups of up to 30 animals congregate at sheltered 
lakes and ponds during periods of harsh weather 
Did you know?: The name mor-hen has been recorded in English since the 13th century, and the 
word moor here is an old sense meaning marsh; the species is not usually found in moorland. An 
older alternative name, Common Waterhen, is a more descriptive because of the bird's habitat. 
Further Reading and Resources: del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A. and Sargatal, J. (1996) Handbook of the Birds 
of the World. Volume 3: Hoatzin to Auks. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. 
 

Family: Charadriidae - Plovers, dotterels and lapwings 
 

 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/22851682@N02/5589660122/ 
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