AWF Lewis Gospel

Birds of Vietnam

Introduction

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam or Vietnam as it is commonly referred to as, is located in Southeast
Asia. It is the easternmost nation on the Indochina Peninsula. On its east it is bordered by the South
China Sea, on isouthwest it is bordered by Cambodia, on its northwest it shares border with Laos
and it has China on its north. With a population of about eigitymillion people, Vietnam is
considered to be the 13th most populated nation in the world. There aredifiirit provinces in the
country and these provinces are further divided in to townships, counties and provincial
municipalities.

Country or region: Vietnam

Number of species: 842

Number of endemics: 18

Number of globally threatened species: 43
Number of ntroduced species: 3

Avibase Bird Checklists of the World

Bird Checklists of the World is part of Avibase and Bird links to the World, which are designed and
maintained by Denis Lepage, and hosted by Bird Studies Canada, which-paraneo of Birdlie
International.

Lepage, D. 2011. Checklist of the birds of Philippines. Avibase, the world bird database. Retrieved
http://avibase.bseeoc.org/checklist.jsp?region=vn&ksbc&lang=ENn 23/10/2011.
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The Spobilled Pelican or Grey Pelicapelecanus philippensis a relatively small in comparison to
other species of pelican but is still a large bird. It is has a relatively dull plumage with a spotted bill
and pouch. Dusky, tuftehindcrown and hindneck, bluish lores, mostly pinkish upper mandible and
pale flight feathers from belowSimilar sppDalmatian Pelicaf®. crispuss larger, brighter white

with orange pouch and bushy, curly crest. Juvenile Great White Pé&licanocraglusis larger with

darker head, neck and upperparts, paler lores. The newly hatched young are covered in white down.
They then moult into a greyish speckled plumage. The spots on the bill appear only after a year. The
full adult breeding plumage appears their third year.They are very silent although at their nests
they can make hisses, grunts or snap their bills.

The spotbilled pelican is protected by law in India, Sri Lanka, China, Myanrhailand, Cambodia

and LaosA number of the key breedindgtes are also protected; particularly in India and the Tonle
Sap Biosphere Reserve in Cambodia, which encompasses the important Prek Toal and Moat
KHa/Boeng Chhma breeding site& communitybased project has sprung up around the breeding

site at KokkareBellur in India. The Mysore Amateur Naturalists (MAN) was established in order to
protect the pelicans that breed in the area and concentrates on the involvement and education of
local communities, who historically have close ties with these birds

Name Spotbilled pelicanPelecanus philippensis

Order. Pelecaniformes

Family Pelecanidae

Genus Pelecanus

Length 127¢ 140 cm

Wingspan (DD)

Weight 4100¢ 6000 g

Habitat: These birds inhabit a variety of wetlands, from freshwater to saline, in opdarested
areas.
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Distribution: Previously common and widespread in Asia, the $it#d pelican was known from
Pakistan to Vietnam. Over the 20th century however, this species has suffered a dramatic decline
and breeding populations are today confined talig, Sri Lanka and Cambodia consituting 13;000
18,000 mature individuals with a range of 181,000 km

IUCN Conservation StatusNear Threatened (NT) The species declined rapidly during the 20th
century, but in recent years these declines appear to haabilssed, with at least some populations
apparently now increasing in response to improved protection. The global population is suspected to
have undergone a moderately rapid decline over the last three generations.

Threats The loss of the spéhilled pelican from much of its former range has been attributed to
habitat destruction. Wetlands are notoriously fragile, threatened ecosystems and in addition, these
birds require forest habitat for breeding which is also threatened by logging practices and the
conversion of the land to agriculture and development.

Diet: Like most other pelicans, it catches fish in its huge bill pouch while swimming at the surface.
Unlike the Great White Pelican it does not form large feeding flocks and is usually found todigh s

or in small flocks. Groups may however sometimes line up and drive fish towards the shallows.

Did you know?: This species was once used by fishermen in parts of eastern Bengal as decoys for
certain fish. These fishermen believed that an oily seanefiom the bird attracted certain fish such
asColissaand Anabas

Further Reading and Resources BirdLife International (2011) Species factsheet:
Pelecanugphilippensis Downloaded fromhttp://www.birdlife .org on 28/10/2011. Recommended
citation for factsheets for more than one species: BirdLife International (2011) IUCN Red List for
birds. Downloaded fronmittp://www.birdlife.org on 28/10/2011.
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The Christmas Frigatebir@r Christmas Island Frigatebif@regata andrew3iis endemic to the
Christmas Islands in¢hindian Ocean. Like other frigatebirds, this species does not walk or swim, but
is a very aerial bird which obtains its food by picking up live prey items from beaches or the water
surface, and the aerial piracy of other birttsis a sizeable bird, mdgtblack, forktailed seabird with

white belly and pale bar on upperwings. Adult male has red gular pouch and small white belly patch;
long, dark grey, hooked bill. Adult female has black head, throat and spur on sides of upper breast
and white collar, brast, belly and spur onto axillaries. Pink bill and red orbital ring. Males begin their
mating displays in late December, inflating their scarlet throat pouches during courtsigponly
capable of raising a maximum of one fledgling every two yearsekaserbating its hope in boosting
numbers of its small threatened population.

Name Christmas frigatebirdFregata andrewsi

Order. Pelecaniformes

Family Fregatidae

Genus Fregata

Length 89-100 cm

Wingspan 182¢ 240 cm

Weight (DD)

Habitat: Although these birds do not settle on the water, they inhabit the open ocean, returning to
land only to roost and breed. Both nesting and roosting occur on a small area of Christmas Island, in
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tall forest close to the shore. Nesting sites are preferentiail the lee of the prevailing southeast
winds.

Distribution: his species is endemic as a breeding specigshtistmas Island/hen not breeding

the species ranges widely across the seas of SBa#t Asia to Indochina and south to northern
Australia. Themost recent population census indicates a population of 24@D0 mature
individuals spanning a range of 3,610,000"km

IUCN Conservation Statu€ritically Endangered (CR) and listed on Appendix | of CITES. This species
has a small population which krds within a tiny Area of Occupancy on just one island, and which is
continuing to decline. For these reasons it is listed as Critically Endangered.

Threats Habitat destruction and human predation have been the major causes of population
decline in the pat; dust pollution from phosphate mine driers caused one major nesting site to be
abandoned. Dust suppression equipment has since been installed and human predation has ceased
since this species has been protected The Christmas frigatebird is confinedeis hreeding
colonies on a single island and this, together with their low reproductive rate, makes the population
alarmingly vulnerable to any chance event.

Diet: It forages for flying fish, squid and other marine creatures, and is largely dependent on
subsurface predators to drive prey to the surface. Most food is captured by plucking it from the sea
surface while on the wing, but it is also an accomplished aerial kleptoparagites(either by
obtaining prey or other objects that it could not obtairsetf, or by saving the time and effort
required to obtain it).

Did you know?: It is estimated that the population of this species will decline by 80 percent in the
next 30 years due to predation of the young by the introduced yellow crazy Aamip{olepis
gracilipe3, which has devastated the wildlife of the island, and has also killg@01@nillion
Christmas Island red crabs.

Further Reading and ResourcesARKive - See this species on Google Earth:
http://www.arkive.org/christmasfrigatebird/fregataandrewsi/whereit-lives.html#text=Range

ht://www.flickr.com/photos/aihaverkamp/4696567559/
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With its striking, bare, red head and {jblack body, the redheaded vultureis unmistakable among
vulture species. This mediugized raptor, is the only member of the genBarcogypsit has a
predominantly black plumage. The black body shows white patches on the flanks above the thighs,
with bare red patches in the middle of daghite patch.Both the head and legs are dark red and

the neck is flanked by two broad, rddlds of skin known as lappet¥he blacKeathered body is
characterised by white patches on the flanks above the thighs, bare rexthgmieither side of the

crop and tapering wingsThe strong bill used for ripping flesh is black with red cere. The eyes are
yellowish to white in male. Legs and feet are deep red. Both sexes are similar, but the female has
dark brown eyes. The juvenile has dark brown plumage wite-@dged feathers. The eyes are dark
brown. The bare parts are duller than in adults. The-Realded Vulture only utters grunts, croaks

and hisses, especially around the carcasses.

Unlike most of the larger species of vulture, the seehded vulture doegot live in large groups and

is most often found alitary or in a breeding pairfCourtship in this species is particularly acrobatic,
with both the male and the female engaging in soaring and dramatic mutual cartwheeling displays.
Once established, a breed) pair will actively exclude other rdteaded vultures from their
territory.

Name Redheaded vulture(Sarcogyps calviis
Order. Falconiformes

Family. Accipitridae

Genus Sarcogyps
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Length 76¢ 84 cm

Wingspan 220-230 cm

Weight 36¢ 54 kg

Habitat: The redheaded vulture is found in a wide variety of habitats from open countryside and
savanna to dry deciduous forest and wooded hills up to 2,000 metres. This vulture can also be found
near to human settlements, which provide good sources of carrion

Distribution: It is sparsely distributed throughout most of India and remains fairly common in the
west Himalayan foothills; although, it is rare or absent in some areas such as theeast#n

states of India and Gujarat. It formerly occurred in Peninsdalaysia and Singapore but now
appears to be absent. In southern China its presence has not been recorded since the 1960s, and it is
nearly extinct in Thailand.

IUCN Conservation Statu€ritically Endangered (CR) on the IUCN Red List and listed ordixpiben

of CITES. It consists of 2,59099 mature individuals spanning a range of 3,690,000 km

Threats The likely cause of its massive loss is the consumption of livestock treated with the
veterinary drug diclofenac. The drug, which causes kidneyrdailno vultures, has received
widespread attention in recent years, as it has been shown to be responsible for the huge declines in
populations of vultures of the genugyps Another contributing factor is th&ll in populations of

large ungulates as a nal$ of uncontrolled hunting, disease, direct persecution of the birds, and
developments in waste disposal meaning that carcasses were more likely to be quickly disposed of in
areas of human habitatian

Diet: Vultures are notorious for their diet of carripand the reéheaded vulture is no exceptiorit

will feed on the carcasses of a variety of species including large ungyldteded, grazing
mammal3, birds, turtles and fishThe redheaded vulture can often be found amongst the
congregations of variouaulture species that form around larger carcas$@sdheaded vultures will

also steafood from other vulture species.

Didyouknow?. ¢ KS NBR KSI R @dzZ (dzZNB dziAf AaSa WEKSNX¥YIFfaQ
that are formed on the ground thumh the warming of the surface by sunligiBy flyingin a
spiraling circular path within these columns of rising air, birds are able to "ride" the air currents and
climb to higher altitudes while expending very little energy in the process.

Further Readig and Resources BirdLife  Preventing  Extinctions  Programme:
www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/species_champions/index.html
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One of the fastest species in the world, the peregrine fal¢eaicp peregrinysmay reach speeds of

up to 250 kilometres per hour (155 miles per hour) or more when diving in pursuit of prey. It is also
one of the most widely distributed of all birds, carshows considerable variation in size and
colouration across its extensive range, with subspeciesecognised. A fairly large, stocky falcon,
with pointed wings and a relatively short, square tail, the peregrine falcon typically has adpleysh
crownand upperparts, and whitish, greyish or reddisfown underparts, with a variable amotiof

dark spotting and barringThe underwing and tail are also barred, and the pale throat and cheeks
O2y (NI &l 6A0GK | OoNRBIFRIZI RI N)dIlegyd e peregire $aon @ré NA LIS ©
yellow to orange, and the beak is bluish, tinged yellow at the base and black at ti@¢igemale
peregrine falcon is up to 20 percent larger than the male, and usually has more heavily marked
underparts. Juveniles came distinguished by the browner plumage, streaked rather than barred
underparts, and blugrey or greenish legs and facial skin. The peregrine falcon has a variety of calls,
including a loud, harsh, persistechatter, used against intruders.

The peregff S T £ 02y Q& LINBe& &g altlzdigiizsdmé thay Od tdkarkfiom the/ Y A R
ground or from water. The peregrine falcon is fast and agile in flight, and typically either chases prey
at great speed, to exhaust it, or attacks it in a steep, spectauai @S = 2 NJ WA (2 2 LIQ®

Name Peregrine falcoiFalco peregrinys

Order: Falconiformes
Family Falconidae

11
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Genus:Falco

Length:34-58 cm

Wingspan:80-120 cm

Weight 550- 1500 g

Habitat: The peregrine falcon inhabits a diverse range of habitats, fromtoaltta to hot deserts

and tropics, and from oceanic islands, to forests, wetlands, savannah and mountains. It is also
increasingly using urban habitats, and is absent only from parts of the Amazon Basin, Sahara Desert,
most of the steppes of central andstern Asia, and Antarctica.

Distribution: The peregrine falcon has a worldwide distribution, occurring \ere continent except
Antarctic, with most northern populations undergoing lowistance migrations to winter further
south.

IUCN Conservation Stas. Least Concern (LC)

Threats Underwent serious population declines between the 1940s and 1970s as a result of the
widespread use of organochlorine pesticides such as DDT through bioaccumulatien (
accumulation of a substance, such as a toxic cheniicahrious tissues of a living organisriiegal
persecution is $i sadly ongoing in many areatn addition, the species has long been used
extensively for falconry, although the impacts of this are debated

Diet: The peregrine falcon feeds mainly leinds, as well as some mammals, such as bats, rabbits and
rodents, and occasionally insects, reptiles and fish. Although a wide variety of bird prey is taken, up
to the size of small geese, the peregrine falcon often specialises locally on particulas gnoup
species, most notably pigeons and doves.

Did you know?: The n& S WLISNBINAYSQ YSIya Wgl yRSNENR $KAOK
Further Reading and Resources The Peregrine Fund:
http://www.peregrinefund.org/default.asp

12
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The Heartspotted WoodpeckerHemicircus canenjds a species difird in the woodpecker family
Picidae has its home in moist deciduous type forests of Seabkt AsiaThey have a contrasting

14
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black and white pattern, a distinctively stubby body with a large westggped head making them
easy to identiy. It is asmall,uniquely shaped, black and buff woodpecker with a large crest making
the head look largén comparison itshort body and tail. Both males and females are predominantly
black with heartshaped black spots on white shoulders with broad white scapular pataheé

barring of flight feathers.

These woodpeckers forage in pairs, sometimes joining repedies foraging flocks. They fly from
tree to tree in a sharply bounding flight giving a hdashvy appearance. They forage on thin
branches and call often. Théged mainly on insects under bark but have been known to peck the
pods ofCassia fistuldo obtain insect larvaeThe calls include a sharp twésee-twee (duet call)
sometimes leading to a trill of several notdhey drum infrequently during the breedjrseason,
mainly during winter and before the Monsoons.

Name Heartspotted WoodpeckerH{emicircus canenje

Order: Piciformes

Family:Picidae

Genus:Hemicircus

Length 23cm

Wingspan 39 cm

Weight 90¢ 130g

Habitat: Subtropical or tropical moisiowland forests.

DistributionThey are found in the Himalayan forests of India, Bangladesh and extend into Myanmar,
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.

IUCN Conservation Statuseast concern (LC) The global population size has not been quantified,
but the species is reported to be sparsely distributed and locally frequent. This species has a very
large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the range size
criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declimirftuctuating range size,
habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or severe fragmentation).
Threats Conversion of forest into tea and coffee estates, several large plantations, pesticiddéf run
and humanwildlife confict.

Diet: They forage on thin branches and call often. They feed mainly on insects under bark but have
been known to peck the pods Gfolden Shower Tre€@ssia fistulgo obtain insect larvae.

Did you know?: A tuft of feathers on the back are specializaxd are lipid rich which causes the
feathers to stick together in preserved specimens. These special feathers or "fat quills" sometimes
make the rump feathers appear buff and may be a form of "cosmetic colouration" and the secretion
is said to have a plsant smell but the functional significance is unknown.

Further Reading and ResourceBorest Birds Heartspotted Woodpecker, Western Ghats, India:
http://prasanbirds.blogspot.com/2011/09/heatspottedwoodpeckerwesternghats.html

15
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¢KS +ASGYylFYSAaS 2N +£2 -knosh (pheasdrik @ith &t glarminglydasmall € A 4
distribution, beng endemic to VietnamThe species was only discovered in 1964 aifidially

YEYSR AY MpTpE FYR A& (GK2dAKG G2 0SS GKS NI NBad |
pheasant(Lophura edward$i Both species are seriously threatened in théd by the relentless
destruction of their forest habitatBlue-black pheasant (male) with short, shaggy white crest, red
facial skin and white central tail feathers. Female uniform cold grdyistvn with warmer tinged
wings and blackish tail with brownentral tail feathers.Similar spcies include theEdwards's
PheasantL.edwardsi,but males have variable number of white central tail feathers. Female not
obviously distinguishable frorh.edwardsi.Viethamese pheasant chicks have yellow and brown
downyFSF GKSNAR YR | NB WLINBO20AItQ (KSe KIGOK ¢
to run around and forage for themselvas.i & @2 A OS Sy Gl Af a I pukpideopRkdzS R
LJdz]l .LJdz] ¢

Name Vietnamese Pheasaflitophurahatinhensis)

Order: Galliformes

Family. Phasianidae

Genus Lophura

Length 58-65cm

Wingspan (DD)

Weight 800¢ 10009

Habitat: It inhabits primary and secondary (including logged) evergreen forest in lowlands and hills
from sealevel (at least historically) to ¢.3@0. It may tolerate habitat degradation, but is apparently

far more common in closedanopy forest, and has been trapped in dense streamside vegetation.

17
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Distribution: The Vietnam pheasatd endemido centralVietnam where it was discovered in 1964.

Wild Viethamese pheasants are only known from a tiny region of secondary lowland forest in central
Vietnam, called the Annamese lowlands, at an altitude of3@0m (9859850ft). Its global

population has been estimated at <2,500 individuals with a distribugipe spanning 2,900 Kmn

IUCN Conservation StatukEndangered (EN) This pheasant has a very small and severely fragmented

range and population, which are continuing to decline owing to destruction of its specialised lowland

forest habitat and high level®f hunting. These factors currently combine to qualify it as
Endangered. If habitat loss and hunting continue, it may require uplisting to Critically Endangered in

the very near future.

Threats Commercial logging and the use of defoliants such as thRdegd W! ISy i hNJ y3ISQ
+ASOYylIY 2F N KFa NBadzZ SR Ay (KS ¢gK2ftSalrtS RSaiN.
have now been almost entirely replaced by agricultgnaainly rice paddies. Indeed, up until 1996

9RS I NRQAa LIS idered éxtinct in $hdlBild OIBWIRY this devastation. The pheasants

are still threatened by illegal logging, hunting and disturbance caused by the distillation of oils from

timber in the forest.

Diet: This secretive pheasant has rarely been observedthg A f R | & KI @S GKS 9R.
species are known to eat a variety of grain / seeds, other plant material and insects. In captivity they

are given nutritionally balanced commercial pheasant pellets, insects and occasionally greens, such

as lettuce.

Did you know?: The pheasants are kept in thickly planted aviaries, to mimic their native forest

habitat, and they very often make the most of this cover and skulk in the shadéavg.little is

currently known about these species, therefore in captivitgaénough pheasants (a minimum of 3

LI ANBROSX NBaSFNOKSNE gAff dzyRSNIF1S ' O2YLI NI GA QD!
pheasants. This work will be a very valuable addition to the knowledge of these poorly known
species.

Further Reading andResources Aviculture & Conservation of Galliformes (Game Birds)
http://www.gbwf.org/pheasants/hatinhensis.html

Family:Anatidae- Ducks, geese andw&ans

18
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/icmurphy/3595687677/

Tufted duckgAythya fuligulajre, indeed, tufted, although the drake has a more prominent crest
than the female (duck). The specific scientific nafoégula may derive from the Latin wortlligo
meaning soot, and drakes have glossy blagknglge on their head, breast and back. In contrast, the
side and belly have a conspicuous white band but despite this distinctive uniform, tufted ducks can
be mistaken for other species such as scafiptifya marild and the vagrant ringecked duck
(Aythyacollarig from North America. Like the tufted duck, these birds also have a grey bill with a
black tip.

Name Tufted DuckAythyafuligula)

Order. Anseriformes

Family. Anatidae

Genus Aythya

Length 3946 cm

Wingspan 62¢63 cm

Weight 49(0;910 g

Habitat: There are few bodies of open water which do not contain a population of tufted ducks.
They can be found on large lakes, flooded gravel pits and even city park lakes provided there are
islands on which they can nest.

20
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Distribution: Tufted ducks range acrosearly all of Europe and the UK and there are resident
breeding populations in Britain, northern France, Germany and Poland. Migrant populations extend
well into Scandinavia, Russia and across Siberia to China.

IUCN Conservation Statuseast Concern (LC)

Threats The tufted duck is a reasonably common species in the UK, with a breeding population
thought to number around 8000 pairs. Wintering birds increase this figure to nearly 70,000
individuals and, across Europe and Russia, numbers may be as highraslion.

Diet: These birds feed mainly by diving, but they will dabble. They eat molluscs, aquatic insects and
some plants and sometimes feed at night.

Did you know?: Tufted ducks are known to hybridise widtaup Aythya marilga and the vagrant
ring-necked duckAythya collari} leading to offspring that can resemble both parents at a distance.
Further Reading and ResourcdgirdLife International (2004). Aythya fuligula. 2006. IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species. IUCN 2006. www.iucnredlist.Begrieved on 11 May 2006. Database entry
includes justification for why this species is of least concern

Family: Threskiornithidae- Wading birds comprising of two
subfamilies, the ibises and the spoonbills.

.‘ikh* o "' LA NN %
us %28aka%29 background blurred.jpg
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/dpfunsun/2913716662/

With its long, slender, downurved bill and magnificent plumage, the glossy ibis is a striking wading

bird. Its Latin namePlegadis falcinellysefers to its distinctive bit Y R YSIF ya WHE L IiKSQ
while its dark colouration has earned it the alternative (but inaccur@&® YY 2y VY I YS 27F Wq
O dzNJ 18 Bréeding plumage, the glossy ibis is rich chestnut on the head, neck, upper back and
underparts, while the feathers of the lower back, wings aaitl have a green, purple and bronze

metallic sheen The legs are generally dark brown to oliyey, and the bill is usually grey or

brownish

Name Glossy lbis (Btjadis falcinellus

Order. Ciconiiformes

Family. Threskiornithidae

Genus Plegadis

Length 48- 66 cm

Wingspan 80-95 cm

Weight 485-580 g

Habitat: Inland wetland habitats such as shallow lakes, swamps and marshes, ponds, rivers,
floodplains, wet meadows and irrigated agricultural fields, as well as occasionally using coastal
lagoons, mutlats and estuaries.

Distribution: The most widespread of all ibis species, the glossy ibis is found in North, South and
Central America, the Greater Antilles, southern Europe, Africa, Asia, India, and Australia.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern ().C

Threats Although the glossy ibis is not currently considered threatened, it is likely to be affected by
habitat destruction and degradation, human disturbance, hunting, pesticide use and diseases such
as avian influenza.
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Diet: The glossy ibis has a labdiet, which varies seasonally.generally feeds on the adults and
larvae of various insects, as well as molluscs and crustaceans, but small vertebrates, such as fish,
frogs, lizards and small snakes

Did you know?: Sounds made by this rather quiet sbinclude a variety of croaks and grunts,
including a hoarsgrrrr made when breeding.

Further Reading and Resources BirdLife International (December, 2010)
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3777

Family- Ardeidae- Herons

http://www.flickr.com/photos/24580998 @N08/5767312120/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/24580998 @N08/4418665061/

The grey heronArdea cinerepis the largest heron in Europe. It has a long neck, a strong, dagger
like bill and long yellow legsn flight, the neck is folded back, and the wings are bowed. In adults,
the forehead, sides of the head and the centre of the crown are white, whereas in juveniles these
are greyish. The sexes are similar in appearavitte few distinctively different traitsFeeding areas

are often vigorouly defended against foreign intruderét breeds either solitarily or in colonies,
called heronries, in woodland close to water. The heronries are usually traditional sites used by
successive generations

Name Grey HerorfArdea cinerep

Order. Ciconiiformes

Family Ardeidae

Genus:Ardea

Length 84102 cm (with neck extended)

Wingspan 155175 cm

Weight M/F: 1.5 kg

Habitat: Grey Heron may live in several kinds of habitats with shallow fresh, brackish or salt water.
Inland, it is often seen near rivers, lakes, marshes and rice fields. Along the coast, it inhabits
estuaries, mangroves and tidal mudflats.

Distribution: 790,000- 3,700,000 mature individuals; common and widespread throughout Britain.
The grey heroiis krown throughout most of temperate Europe, and extends through Russia as far
east as Japan. It reaches south through China to India, and is also found in parts of Africa, and in
Madagascar.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats In Europe thespecies was heavily persecuted in the nineteenth century due to its
consumption of fish, which resulted in competition with fishermen and fish farmers. Although killing
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at aquaculture farms has not reduced the global population considerably so far. Ttiespealso
susceptible to avian influenzand avian botulism which enters the circulatory system through open,
and exposed wounds; so they may be threatened by future outbreaks of these diseases.
Furthermore the species is hunted and traded at traditiom&dicine markets in Nigeria.

Diet: The gey heron feeds mainly on fiskwvhich it hunts by patiently standing completely still at the
side of the water, and striking rapidivhen a fish comes into rang&he prey is caught in the bill or
speared Its dietalso consists adimphibians, small mammals, birds and invertebrates

Life expectancyb years.

Did you know?: In the 16th/17th Century hunting herons with Peregrines was high sport and kings
identified 'their' birds by means of metal leg rings, in Scotland being caught poaching could mean
losing a hand.

Further Reading and Resourcellullarney, K., Svensson, Eetterstrom, D., & Grant, P.J. (1999)
Collins Bird GuidédarperCollins Publishers Ltd, London.

e

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lipkee/1888802747/
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This striking and elegant member of the heron family can be identified by its pure white feathers;
elongated, sinuous neck; long, black legs and dark, stghtiil. The little eget is an opportunistic
hunter, feeding mainly during the day whilst walking through shallow, operemvatabbing prey

with its bill. It is highly dependent on visual cues when hunting and therefore its feeding is highly
affected ifthe water is not clear

Name Little EgretEgretta garzettd

Order. Ciconiiformes

Family Ardeidae

Genus Egretta

Length 64 cm

Wingspan 88- 106 cm

Weight 300 g

Habitat: The little egret is never far from water and is usually found in large wetaeds, typically

on mudflats and marshland, but it can also be found huntingdal testuaries or small streamk
usually nests in bushes, trees, marshes, swamps, dry open country, woods and on sea cliffs
Distribution: The little egret is a widespreagexies and can be found throughout southern Europe,
southern Asia and Africa. Smaller populations can also be found in Australia.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats the gradual destruction of its wetland habitat for farming and aviatueriza; little egret
populations suffered with a recent outbreak and any future outbreaks could put a severe dent in its
numbers. However, a far more pressing issue is the use of chemicals in intensive farming, as the little
SANB G QA& RASffresAwateriish tiveich tnay Na@htaih the paisonous chemitiadse is a

high risk of bioaccumulation and consequent absorption through the food chain.
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Diet: It feeds primarily on smalligh, which are usually aroundtd 6 centimetres in length, but
bivalves (marine and freshwater mollusgscrustaceans, and other invertebrates are also consumed
Did you know?: In the 19" century, many species of egret and heron were hunted for their plumage
feathers, which were used for decorating hats.

Further Reading and Resources  British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)
http://blx1.bto.org/birdfacts/results/bob1190.htm

Family. Rallidae- Rails, coots, crakes, and gallinules

—— e 1 - p R . -

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Common_Moorhen %28Gallinula_chloropus%29 in_a_ Nelumbo

nucifera_%28Indian dtus%29 pond W_IMG_8779.jpg
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many wetlands across the globe. It is easily recognised by its vivid red shield and short, yellow bill,
which sits in stark contrast to dadoloured plumage. Fra a distance the plump body appears bold

black, but upon closer inspection it is a more attractive ebiv@vn on the back, head and on its

short wings, and grey on the underparts. The short legs and the longweltiped toes are bright
yellow-green to ellow, and a white trim around the underside of the short tail is visible when the

bird flicks its tail upwards. The male and female adult birds are similar in appearance, although the
female is typically slightly larger, but the juvenile bird has a bréagrey crown, neck and back,

while the underparts are paler than those of the adult bird, with a whitish throat and.belly

The common moorhen is an extremely vocal bird capable of producing a number of bizarre,
distinctive sounds, including a variety @ficks and chattering callfhe common moorhen obtains

its food from the water surface when swimming or when walking on emergent vegetation, although
it will occasionally dive or dip the bill under the water to upturn floating leaves and feed on any
attached invertebrates. When startled, the common moorhen usually takes cover in dense
vegetation instead of fleeing, but on occasions when it does take to the air, its flight is short and
laboured, with the legs dangling ungainly from the body

Name Common Morhen Gallinula chloropys

Order. Gruiformes

Family. Rallidae

Genus Gallinula

Length 30-38 cm

Wingspan 50- 55 cm

Weight Male weight: 249 493 g / Female weight: 192343 g
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Habitat: The common moorhen is an extremely versatile species capablecapying a diversity of
freshwater habitats, including sleflowing rivers, lakes, streams, canals, ditches, swamps, marshes
and floodplains.

Distribution: The common moorhen has one of the largest ranges of any bird species, occurring on
every continem except for Australasia and Antarctica, although it is just an occasional visitor to
Svalbard in the Arctic. It is found as far afield as remote islands in the Pacific, such as the Hawaiian
and Galapagos Islandks wide range comes part in part with isige abundance; with a global
population that likely numbers 7,000,000 individuals.

IUCN Conservation Statukeast Concern (LC)

Threats As a supreme opportunist capable of occupying a diversity of freshwater habitats, in many
places humammodificationof the landscape to create reservoirs and artificial wetlands has actually
increased the amount of habitat available to the common moorhen. Today, there are not thought to
be any major threats to the common moorhen, although it is susceptible tanawifuenza and

avian botulism In the UK, it is also vulnerable to predation by introduced mink, while on the
Hawaiian Islands it is predated by feral dogs, cats and mongoose, and exotic plants have degraded its
habitat

Diet. A superb opportunist, the omnivoreucommon moorhen will feed on almost anything

g At ofS F2N) O2yadzYLliAz2ys AyOfdzRAYy3a avltt FAa&K

eggs. Typically, it feeds alone, but occasionally groups of up to 30 animals congregate at sheltered
lakes angponds during periods of harsh weather

Did you know?. The name mahen has been recorded iEnglish since the 13th centurgnd the

word moor hee is an old sense meaning marshe species is not usually found in moorland. An
older alternative name, Commadfaterhen, is a more descriptive because of the bird's habitat.

Further Reading and Resourcegel Hoyo, J., Elliott, A. and Sargatal, J. (1B@é)3book of the Birds

of the World. Volume 3: Hoatzin to Aukynx Edicions, Barcelona.

Family:Charadriidae- Plovers, dotterels and lapwings

http://www.flickr.com/photos/22851682@N02/5589660122/
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